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SDP FOREIGN POLICY SPOKESMAN BUDTZ DISCUSSES NUCLEAR FREE ZONE 


Copenhagen LNPORMATLON in Danish 14 Jan 61 p 5 
[Article: "SDT's Budte: No Separate NuclearFree Zone") 


[Text] The Baltic nations in particular aust be 
included in any agreement on «a nuclear-free zone in 
the view of Lasse Budtz, foreign policy spokesman for 
the Social Democrats. 


"L don't regard it as realistic to work for « nuclear-free sone in the North 
unless these efforts include the surrounding areas, primarily the Baltic. The 
idea of an isolated nuclear-free North is meaningless,” foreign policy spokes- 
man for the Social Democrats Lasse Budtz told INFORMATION against the back- 
ground of the renewed debate on the formation of « nuclear-free zone in Europe 
and Scandinavia. The subject was discussed recently by representatives of the 
Social Democratic parties of Norway, Denmark, Holland and Belgium at a meeting 
in Amsterdam. Representing Denmark were Foreign Minister Kjeld Olesen and 
Folketing member Lasse Budtz. 


Lasse Budtz stressed to LNFORMATION that the meeting was of a purely informa- 
tive nature without decisions or concrete political initiatives. When Kjeld 
Olesen, Anker Jorgensen and Lasse Budtz meet the chairman of the West German 
Social Democrats Willy Brandt today it will also be « purely informative meet- 
ing that will not lead to any decisions, Budtz said. 


Baltic Sea 


After the meeting in Amsterdam Kjeld Olesen conceded that in principle he sup- 
ports the ides of a treaty-like agreement on « nuclear-free zone in Europe in 
order to safeguard the status of northern Europe as « nuclear-free area. The 
prerequisites for such an agreement, according to the foreign minister, are an 
agreement on the nuclear weapons the Soviet Union has placed on the Kola pen- 
insula on the borders of Finland and Norway, an agreement covering the Baltic 
Sea area and agreements covering the rest of Europe. Lasse Budtz expanded on 
these demands: 


“I think an agreement on the Baltic Sea area is the most important. It is 
meaningless to talk about « nuclear-free North that doer not include the 
eastern countries bordering on the Baltic. And it would also be meaningless 
unless the Soviet Union agrees to remove the six missile-equipped submarines 
splashing sround the Baltic Sea.” 








Then an agreement would also have to include the Kola peninsula? 


"Were there is a special problem, Both tactical and strategic nuclear missiles 
are located on the Kola peninsula, It is conceivable that an agreement with 
the Soviet Union would be based on allowing them to retain the strategic arms 
but not the tactical ones aimed at Scandinavia, 


"Finally, the Norwegians in particular have pointed out that a treaty for the 
Nordic region would also have to contain some rules for the re.t of Europe, 
especially the countries lying closest to us. Lt would be expedient to in- 
clude both East and West Germany in an agreement on the Nordic area. Other- 
wise such an agreement would be meaningless.” 


Then there is no sense in working for a nuclear-free North in isolation? 


"No. | have referred to the Norwegian attitude here but by and large it is 
one that I share. IL definitely do not regard it as realistic to revive Finnish 
President Kekkonen's old plan on an isolated nuclear-free North. And it would 
be impossible to achieve Nordic agreement on such an idea,” said Lasse Budtz. 


Reagan 


When Kjeld Olesen, Anker Jorgensen and Lasse Budtz meet Willy Brandt today one 
of the topics of discussion will be a possible European initiative to get the 
new American President, Ronald Reagan, to start negotiations with the Soviet 
Union concerning the European medium-range missiles, e.g. 4 possible reduction 
of both the Soviet SS 20 missiles and the 57? Pershing 2 and cruise missiles 
NATO has decided to install. 


But Lasse Budtz did not think a European Social Democratic initiative on new 
missile talk: sould come up right away. 


"At the meeting in Amsterdam we made some evaluations of Reagan's policy and 
we will inform Willy Brandt of these evaluations since he is president of the 
Socialist International,” Lasse Budtz said. 


But a concrete political initiative on the missile question is not imminent? 


"No, I'm quite sure of that. What we discussed was whether Reagan would pursue 
the policy he announced during his election campaign. It has happened before 
that American Presidents have said one thing and done another, you know. Nixon 
also pursued a different policy than the one he advocated,” said Lasse Budtz. 


6578 
CSO; 8113/0752 











ENERGY ECONOMICS FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


PROBLEMS, IMPORTANCE OF MERCHANT MARINE NOTED 


Stuttgart MARINE~RUNDSCHAU in English Feb 81 pp 67-69 
[Article by Dr Hans Juergen Stoecker, President of the German Shipowners Association) 





[Text | 
The present political scene in the world being charactenzed by 4 


multitude of necessarily alarming conflicts and tendencies con 

fromtations among the sanous systems and basic concepts havx 
again led tothe use of force to an ever increasing degree Detente et 

forts = ther successes so far achieved as well as their prospects of 
success - are at stake The world s economy is in a difficult phase of 
development and the energy problem. the suppl of raw materials 

the provision of funds to he made a\ ailable where they are actually 
needed inflation the North-South differences and the East-West 
trade are. apart from specriic problems within many national eco- 
homies. but part of an indes typical of thrs phase It comendes with a 
rapidly growing “orld population whose demands are increasing 
and with differen! desires and needs of mankind Both the limits 
and implications of economic growth are no longer a purely aca. 


demic subject 


Lander such conditions the interlacings. interactions. and interde- 
pendencies of both world economies and world politics must. of ne- 
cessity. augment At least duc to the consequences and implications 
involved more and More events will gain » global dimension bey - 
ond their local or regronal significance Economic measures used as 
a Means of policy and political involvement or moves to mamtain 
economic interests — though hardly definable in regard to their arms 
- determine both the actions and the attitudes of states With the 
number of actors mereasing the maintenance of sovereignty and 
the corresponding pursuance of own imterests continue to dominate 
all events for the tame berg Thes ist also true for the multitude of 
international organizations institulons groupings conventions or 
multilateral treaties They mosth considered themselves to he me- 
chanisms used h Changing majonties to push ther national aims 
through regardless of thei bemg equal or similar and sometimes 
even if the opmon of the majority disagrees with » 60! stor whch 
would be in the interests of all countnes cuncerned 











If this COMteRt Ht Certainly AOL Necessary lo demonstrate that mer 
canule shipping has always been in the very centre of the held of 
lenmon extending between politics and economy The principles of 
the Flag Law, government interventions through planned cargo 
administration imvolving vanous manner and purposes are no 
more inventions of our days than the know ledge that a high geo: pe. 
tical and sea strategic value = and not only in the sense of »flag 
presences with a nonpolitical symbol character ~ has always been 


alinibuted to mercantile shipping Neither must | elaborate in view 
of the *Guiding Principles on Mercantile Shipping Policies meued 
by the Federal Government in October 1972 on a national mer- 
chant fleet fulfilling an important function and partially contnbu- 
ting comsderably to Our economy within the scope of a national 
economy so strongly onented toward foreign trade and commerce 
as that of the Federal Republic of Germany Partial aspects. how: 
ever. such as the easing contribution of a merchart fleet to the ba- 
lance of performance in the field of foreign trade. the protection of 
its SUPPls Foutes at sea in times of crises or the benefits gained by 
Crerman shipping compames from their participation in internation. 
al seu transports deserve to be emphasized. not only because thes 
were forgettien during the past penod of an almost constant eco- 
nom boom regarded. on the whole, as assured. but because both 
its political and economic weight has meant for years less than o- 
her motives in the hght of the vanous aspects Not only in regard to 
these aspects does a re-examination of the spectrum of opimons 
appear urgently necessary The global political situation as well as 
the state of world-wide economnec affairs and their future likewrse 
exhort all persons concerned to listen to reason Freedom in peace 
can hardly be guaranteed « ithout detente efforts and without striv- 
Ing fo OVEFCOME aNntagoniams hy Cooperation or non-interference 
into the affairs of others In the struggle of the different systems. 
however. there 1s hardly any compromise Detente as an objective 
in itself would politically and economically be equal to sacrifice the 
objective to weaken. undermine and eventual destroy — even by 
eCOnOMIC Means — Our system iN every Way pe I IMmanent to 
ine other system The tlusion that this situa could rapidly and 
decrsnely change has proved in the hy -pone scars to be exactly 
what it actually ts 


The German merchant fleet has had a hard time and difficult vears 
wre still ahead Though it tned to reach a ngher level of productis - 
it} through high imvestment rates and rationalization measures as 
well as by exploring all the skill of its managements and emplovees 
in every Compan, and though both the Federal Government and 
the Lander (federal states) have been kindly giving assistance it 
cowld not he helped that heavy losses of substance and uistinct 
structural changes occurred. They are a result of the international 
situation of the shipping trade. on the one hand. and of the specific 
position of German merchant shipping in the overall competition. 
on the other 

















The fate of DDG *Hansa«, Bremen, and of the Schulte & Bruns 
shipping company. Emden Bremen, also gives an example of many 
another enterprise which could only survive thanks to aids coming 
from both public and private economic sources The necessity to 
cope with losses of revenues caused by the decline of rates and \ ve 
dollar forced more and more companies to charter more and more 
shups sailing under foreign flags On account of German regulavions 
and tanffs not allowing for this they looked for, and found there. 
possibilities of cost adapvions. particularly in the field of personne! 
costs Gains made by such units have often helped to improve the 
overall situation of an enterprise and will continue to do so 

The changes expenenced by German shipping companies are con- 
siderable and of great concern to all persons responsible The fol- 
lowing survey justifies both statements 

in early 198) the German merchant fleet travelling under the 
German flag and registered in German sea registers (without co- 
astal vessels and fishing boats) comprised 560 units with a total of 
8.33 mill. GRT. These figures involve 115 ships with 1.43 mill 
GRT registered in German registers but showing for a certain ume 
foreign flags in accordance with § 7 of the Flag Law According to 
documents of the German Ship Owners Association (Verband 
Deutscher Reeder) there are another 225 ships under foreign flags 
with 2 48 mill GRT which belong to German shipping companies 
For the time being a total of 340 ships (all of them with more than 
1.000 GRT) with 3.9) mill. GRT out of an overall Meet of 785 units 
with 10.81 mill GRT are sailing under foreign Nags 

As for the sectors of employment, tankers have the lion's share 
measured in GRTs while tramp-shipping has the largest share as 
compared with the number of vessels emploved As to the value of 
the transport performance route shipping alone provides appr one 
half of the total receipts 

The age structure of the German merchant fleet 1s favourable, 80 
of the vessels being younger than 10 years as compared with | % 
only older than 20 vears. 

The average age of the fleet being 7.1 and 7 4 years resp.. either 
measured by tonnage or vessels, shows its modernity. demonstrat- 
ing at the same time that it has constantly been adapted to the re- 
quirements of the market To do so high investments were required 
From 1950 through 1979 a total of 32 billion DM were invested. 


about 20 bilhon DM from 1970 through 1979 alone. As seen from 
the point of view of the management the number of German ship- 
ping compames amounts to 80 for the me being. The number of 
seamen employed in German ships sailing under a German flag 
reaches 27.300. the rate of foreign crew members being 22 %. In 
ships sailing under foreign flags the majority of the leading employ- 
ees are German nationals. 

Unt! 1971 only 60 ships with 400000 GRT were sailing under for- 
ergn flags. the number of shipping compames using exclusively 
ships under the German flag having decreased from 69 (in 1974) to 
40 (in 1980) At the same time the number of companies employ- 
ing mostly vessels under a foreign flag increased from 9 to 20. 19 
companies — as compared with 6 in 1974 ~ are exclusively employ- 
ing vessels under foreign flags for the time being. 

I do not intend ‘o elaborate at this point o » details of what has to be 
done The quintessence of the »Gurding Principles on Mercantile 
Shipping Policies« issued by the Federal Government in October 
1972 according to which »the Federal Republic of Germany rely- 
ing on cc mprehensive foreign trade needs a first-rate and efficent 
merchant fleet privately operated by economically sound compa- 
mies« represents both a good basis and a starting-pomt. At the same 
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Lume i! CONntaINS a Clear-cul answer to those who expect great benefit 
from a navonalizauon of the German shipping companmes. Yet it 
still remains to be emphasized that what will come out of the neces- 
Sar) discussions On measures to be taken must be developed with 
all the determination with which three decades ago we embarked 
on the re-orgar zation of the German merchant fleet after Worid 
War Ll, solving all problems in a common effort. The changes in the 
political and economic global environment let us hope that in a 
democracy ready to defend its mghts such as the Federal Republic 
of Germany this determination will not only prompt us to make de- 
cisions but also to act accordingly. Biassed, false, and simply ideo- 
logically nged Rabelaisian tactics and polemics help only those 
who do not want German shipping to have an encouraging future. 
An encouraging future 1s a future which protects free enterprise 
economy against encroachments and limitations from the exienor 
and strengthens and umproves it to face strains in the wntenor. but it 
1s also a future in which free enterprise remains a risk and achieve- 
menis pas 











COUNTRY SECTION DENMARK 


MOGENS CAMRE NAMED SDP POLITICAL SPOKESMAN 
Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in Danish 28 Jan 81 p 2 
[Article: "New Spokesman Temperamental, Creative"] 


[Text] The man now taking over as the new political spokesman for the Social Demo- 
cratic Party is used to being the subject of much public comment. But not all 

the comment has been favorable. Political scientist Mogens Camre, 44, who has 

been budget spokesman for his party will now handle political issues as well. 


It is typical of Mogens Camre that he had to go through a ballot fight to get 
the post as spokesmen for the Social Democratic parliamentary group. He is 
regarded as belonging to the right wing of the party and he has had to fight 
his way into increasingly important posts handicapped by his temperament and 
a habit of making remarks that are often ill-considered. On the other hand 
his industry and his knowledge are much respected in the group. 


Mogens Camre has been a member of Folketing since 1969 and he is elected from 
the Weste.n Metropolitan District which is currently causing sparks to fly in 
the ranks of Social Democratic candidates due to the candidacy of actress Helle 
Virkner. The fight for parliamentary rep.esentation from this metropolitan 
district will be herd and a position as political spokesman may give Mogens 
Camre a better chance than he otherwise would have had. 


Mogens Camre is carrying some unsavory private items in his political baggage. 
They involve a violent dispute with neighbors and a fine for having taken a pis- 
tol along in his suitcase on a trip from Oslo to Copenhagen without a permit. 
Many other things have brought Mogens Camre into the spotlight on the purely 
political level. This includes great creativity in the savings sector, not 
always popular among party comrades, with regard to such things as medicine 

and the Faro bridge. He has also sent a number of protests and objections to 
the chairman of the Radio Council concerning poor coverage of political events 
or insufficient respect for politicians. 


Hard Selection Fights in Social Democratic Group 


Both the new Social Democratic political spokesman and a new member of the 
group committee had to go through hard balloting yesterday within the Social 

















Democratic parliamentary group before winning their posts. Budget spokesman 
Mogens Camre will now act as the party's political spokesman as well, thus 
also assuming an important post on the LO [Danish Federation of Trade Unions } 
executive committee at the same time, Mogens Camre succeeds Justice Minister 
Ole Espersen,. 


The chairman of the Danish Officials’ Union, Hans Jorgen Jensen, lost the vote 
on the spokesman post to Mogens Camre by 26 to Camre's 37 votes. But Hans 
Jorgen Jensen did win a ballot vote for the post of new group committee member 
to succeed Greenland and Church Affairs Minister Tove Lindbo Larsen against 
five other candidates. He received 21 votes, Svend Andersen received 14, 
Christian Kelm-Hansen received 10, Knud Damgaard received 8, Winnie Moller re- 
ceived 7 and Kristian Albertsen received 4, 


The : cial Democratic parliamentary group recommended Svend Andersen to be- 
come the new chairman of the Folketing Business Commi: «= stead of Greenland 
and Church Affairs Minister Tove Lindbo Larsen. 


Social Democratic group secretary J. K. Hansen was nov (© head the group's 
new press and information section. This section will replace the old press 
and information service for the Folketing group. The old service was called 
SNT, Social Democratic News Service. 
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COUNTRY SECTION FINLAND 





KARJALAINEN DISCUSSES FRUD WITH KEKKONEN, PRESIDENTIAL RACE 
Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET in Swedish 24 Jan 81 p 7 


[Report on interview by Eric Appel with Anti Karjalainen, chairman of the Finnish- 
Soviet Commission on Feonomic Cooperation; date and place not given) 


(Text) “Mikko Pohtola doesn't know what he is talking about. It is rubbish to say 
that the ‘neutrality clause’ in the communique covering my 1971 visit to the Soviet 
Union as prime minister was reworded without the president's knowledge." So says 
bank director Ahti Karjalainen, whose relations with President Kekkonen and the Com- 
muniste and whose position ‘in the so-called presidential game have recently been 
much debated. 


“If Pohtola (SUOMEN KUVALEHTI's chief editor, who claimed recently that Karjalainen's 
relations with Ekudden have gone awry partly because of the above-mentioned reformu- 
lation, which he characterized by saying that Karjalainen “passed Kekkonen on the 

left") had taken the trouble to find out how such communiques are produced, he would 
have realized that it is simply impossible to ignore the president in such a matter.” 


Communiques are prepared far in advance and are always drawn up in consultation with 

and under the direction of the president of the republic. In this case, it was Risto 
Hyvarinen, then head of the Political Department, who conducted the discussions con- 

cerning the communique. 


Confirmation by Hyvarinen 


Risto Hyvarinen is currently our ambassador to New Delhi. He told HUFVUDSTADSBLADET 
that it was indeed as Karjalainen says. 





He said, “The communique was largely complete when the visit began. There had been 
discussion with the Russians for 2 or 3 monthe concerning the communique and, among 
other things, the neutrality wording, which was already complete when the prime min- 
ister arrived in Moscow.” 


He also explained that it is completely impossible for such a communique to come 
about in any manner without the president's knowledge. 


That the president was kept informed the entire time of what was going on is also 
Clear from the telex calls. 








Ambassador HNyvarinen declined to express an opinion or even hagard a quess as to why 
the Soviet Union wanted the rewording. 


Anti Karjalainen is a little more frank on that point. 


“Of course, the reason is known only to the Russians themselves for sure, but we can 
quess that they wanted the text of the communique to be more in line with the preamble 
to the Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation, and Mutual Assistance. 


"But it can also be recalled that in the 1960's, there were some among us who wanted 
to interpret the concept of neutrality in a way that did not really fit the facts.” 


They discussed our neutrality and that of Switserland in the same breath, without re- 
membering that our neutrality has ite special characteristics, just as Sweden's does, 
for example. 





Ours, ©* course, has the Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation, and Mutual Assistance as 
ite basis and starting point, and because of that it differs from Swiss neutrality. 


"That wae a point that I, for one, felt led to draw attention to at the time. 


"One can imagine that that very discussion in Finland played some part in the Soviet 
desire to produce a wording which would, so to speak, restore order and provide a 
clearer statement as to where the boundaries of neutrality lie.” 


New Generation in Soviet Union 


Foreign policy and economic policy are Karjalainen's special field. People know him 
as one of the outwardly more discreet of our foreign ministers and foreign trade min- 
isters (that should presumably be counted a virtue in a foreign minister). He has 
been minister of “oreign affairs three times, prime minister twice, second minister 
of finance tw ., minister of commerce and industry once, and minister of economy 
and the Cabinet Office once. 


Since 1967 he has been chairman of the permanent Finnish-Soviet Commission on Eco- 
nomic Cooperation, through which all major agreements and important decisions con- 
cerning our economic relations with the Soviet Union are channeled. 


Today it is trite to say that our foreign policy rests on a stable foundation and 
that our good relations with the East do not hinder good relations with the West or 
prevent us from having friendly relations with China, for example. 


But taking the long view, isn't there anything on the horizon that might indicate 
the possibility of a reversal in that situation? 


Karjalainen answers, “Not really. Although, of course, it will be in our interest 
to be attentive to the changes that will eventually bring a new generation into the 
Soviet leadership and to what that will mean.” 


Karjalainen bore witness to our good relations with the East. They are based in par- 
ticular on his many years as chairman of the economic commission, on which WN. 5S. 
Patolichev, Soviet minister of foreign trade, sits as chief negotiator for the Soviet 
side. 














It is those twor-Karjalainen and Patolichev--who represent continuity on the commis- 
sion, whose other members have been changed quite frequently. 


Benefit of Trade With the East 


The commission came about on Finland's initiative to create a sort of counterpart to 
the centralized system in the Soviet Union. 


Our entire business community is represented on the commission. The commission has 
obviously been of great benefit. 


Karjalainen points out that trade with the East is of great importance to us, since 


for one thing it sustains employment through its character of reciprocal--bilateral-- 
trade. 


Our bill for petroleum is currently rising sharply, of course. Since we must offset 
that by producing and exporting more, one might ask whether our resources are ade- 
quate for maintaining sufficiently high exports to the West, where we are also heavily 


dependent on imports. 


Karjalainen answers, “The petroleum bill is a problem, of course, but it does not 
represent only Soviet oil--it also includes Western oil. Actually, the share of 
Soviet trade is about where our trade with the West was in the 1950's, using compa- 
rable figures. So there is hardly any danger to our trade with the West.” 


The Soviet Union is, as it should be, our foremost trading partner, and Sweden is in 
second place, which is natural. Because both are our neighbors. The metalworking 
industry has benefited especially from trade with the Soviet Union, but in recent 
years the consumer goods industry has also begun to find its feet. Clothing, furni- 
ture, and even farm products are being exported. 


And then, we also have project cooperation with Kostamus and Svetogorsk, which are 
the important projects. Talks are also now underway concerning projects such as ex- 
pansion of the port of Tallinn and a transportation yard outside Leningrad. 


Social Democrats in; Conservatives out 


Over the years, chairmanship of the commission has provided good personal contacts 
not only in the Soviet Union but also with our business community. And with some of 
the Conservative Party's prominent members. 


Why has the Conservative Party been sidelined in the makeup of the government? Is 
there any basis for the talk about unreliability in foreign policy--the so-called 
“general grounds"? 


"The basic reason is that the Social Democrats came back in 1966 following their long 
period of ‘wandering in the wilderness’ on account of foreign policy. There was an 
old tradition of cooperation between the Center Party and the Social Democrats, and 
it was later extended to include the People's Democrats.” 


The Conservative Party, which previously had been needed for the majority governments, 
was no longer needed and was thrown out. 


ll 








People's Front, Minority Government, of New Elections 


But of course, the Conservative Party also has the encumbrance of people who do not 
sincerely support our foreign policy line and even some who openly criticize it or 
repudiate it. 


But there is nothing really to prevent the Conservative Party from being a coalition 
party if a few other parties want to cooperate with it. 


Karjalainen says, “It's just that I don't see any possibility for a majority govern- 
ment other than with the current coalition. The Conservative Party and the parties 
in the center together do not make a majority, and if they formed a minority govern- 
ment they would have considerable difficulty in Parliament. 


"So it would be better to have a minority government made up of parties in the center, 
or even new elections, if the current government coalition were to break up.” 


It is certainly true that the government has a low profile. But the economic situa- 
tion does not encourage any major buildup of that profile, either. And neither do 
we need any more major reforms. We have most of them behind us. 


“For that matter, this government could scarcely stand a higher profile. It could 
easily break up if someone began to carry on too much.” 


"Gray Pminence” 


Karjalainen says he has never been an ardent party politician. It is true that he 
sits on the Center Party's Party Board an. its steering committee. But party poli- 
tics do not really interest him. 


Despite that, bh -.ok part in bringing about Sukselainen's fall and raising Virolainen 
to the throne, and then in bringing about Virolainen's fall and raising Vayrynen to 
the throne. 


In other words, he is what is known as a “gray eminence.” Does he have his own “gang” 
within the party, as Virolainen gives one to understand? 


“No,” he anewers, “I don't have. Friends I do have, of course. I have tried to avoid 
becoming unnecessarily involved in internal ‘juntas. But the party leadership needs 
to be rejuvenated: the party needs to be given a new image occasionally. That in- 
Cludes everyone, even me,” he says. 


Should this be interpreted to mean that Karjalainen, the “presidential candidate” 
that everyone is talking about, is no longer interested, or perhaps never has been? 


Fed up 


On that point Karjalainen is silent. He is beginning to be fed up with the presi- 
dential debate, and perhaps that is understandable. For almost 20 years he has 
figured in those discussions in one way or another. 











"The Center Party has officially decided that as long as Urho Kekkonen remains avail~ 
able, there will be absolutely no discussion about a possible successor. 


"Tt has only been 2 years since Urho Kekkonen was reelected. The whole debate must 
therefore be felt as irritating and annoying by the current president. 


"I could certainly understand it if the president felt offended by all the Gallup 
polls and all the hullabaloo about the 1984 election and who is going to succeed him,” 


He is not letting himself be worried by the latest move by the Social Democrats and 
Aarne Saarinen, boss of the FKP [Finnish Communist Party). What Saarinen really 
means and what he did or did not say have never been really clear when it comes to 
his attitude toward Karjalainen. 


People's Front Candidate not Absolutely Necessary 


On the other hand, Saarinen has definitely been looking for a joint candidate for 
the People's Front. 


Karjalainen has a few reservations concerning that idea in such a categorical form. 


Personel qualifications and foreign policy are considerably more important factors. 
He says that the People's Front does not need to have any greater importance than 
other political groups in this matter. 


Concerning his relations with the Communists, he observed that they are straightfor- 
ward. Communists are just as good people as, for example, the Conservatives and 
others. 


"I have tried to avoid getting involved in the party's internal conflicts. Attempts 
have been made to draw me into them, but I have avoided it.” 


Regardless of how topical the issue of the presidential election may be, Karjalainen 
does not want to say more than what appears here. So we cannot tell you whether or 
not he has his sights set on the office of president, or whether he is willing to 
make himself available if someone asks him to. 


But at this stage, of course, no one else wants to either. But as long a8 no one is 
saying anything, Karjalainen will probably continue to find himself a subject of 
speculation, whether he likes it or not. 
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CP'S AALTO THREATENS TO PULL SKDL FROM COALITION 
Helsinki HUPVUDSTADSBLADET in Swedish 31 Jan 61 p 7 


[Report on interview by Stefan Lundberg with Minister of Labor Arvo Aalto; date and 
place net given) 


(Text] “If the government has really resigned itself to the unemployment problem, I 
am going to recommend that we pull out of the coalition government,” says Minister of 
Labor Arvo Aalto, who in an interview with HUPVUDSTADSBLADET also accused the FFC 
[Confederation of Finnish Trade Unions] of being spineless on employment issues. 


“The atmosphere in this country is very bad just now. The attitude toward employment 
has turned negative in a situation in which we have over 100,000 jobless,” says Aalto. 


"Thies is a society for those who are doing all right; it is definitely not for those 
who are unemployed. 


“Thies government's most important task was to do something about unemployment. And 
we have succeeds’ .n doing plenty, but now the attitude has changed, if not in theory 
than at least . practice. The government has resigned itself to the problem. Unem- 
ployment is seen as something natural.” 

Aalto Flares up 


Tt was primarily the criticiem directed at the new bill for amending the employment 
law that caused the sometimes highly temperamental Aalto to flare up. 


Ite critice--and they include a number of ministers--claim that the Ministry of Labor 
is power hungry and wante to interfere with the doings of other ministries. 


According to the bill, which was submitted to Parliament yesterday, the Ministry of 
Labor will be able to feed employment funds into the projects of other ministries in 
order to promote employment. 

Te it a matter of being power hungry? 

“That has nothing to do with the matter! 


“The intention has never been that we would usurp more power. The whole issue sur- 
rounding this law is a typical example of the political level in this country! 
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"The critics refer to an old law requiring that separate funds be allocated for con- 
struction activity at central vocational schools. That means that we would not be 
able to use employment funds for that purpose.” 


Refuse the Money? 


“Now it happens that there are dogens of such laws. If we interpret them the same 
way, it means that we cannot use employment funds for important projecte--which they 
are, since they are included in the budget=-but instead, we must search high and low 
for unimportant projects to finance with employment funds," says Aalto indignantly. 


“How in the world can they think that we are encroaching on other ministries when we 
feed more money into their own projects? Are they going to refuse the money? 





"No one claims that the Ministry of Labor really has much more power because we con- 
trol money belonging to other ministries--by determining how it shall be used for 
employment--and that involves a lot more money and power, while this is only a drop 
in the bucket.” 


Invited to Lunch 


(At the press conference called to announce that the government had released the new 
bill--right after the HUFVUDSTADSBLADET interview--a reporter asked why there has 
been so much hullabaloo about the bill. 


Aalto spread his arme and said, “T'll take you out to a good lunch if you can explain 
how Finnish politics can produce such an uproar.") 


So that is the background explaining why Arvo Aalto is now losing his patience with 
the government coalition. 


How big a part does the issue play in the Communist threat to withdraw from the coa- 
lition? 


"I believe it comes as 4 surprise to them. But the mood within the government is now 
such that they absolutely want to cut back all expenditures, even though the trade 
balance is better now than it was at the start of the 1970's, and even though the tax 
policy has enabled us to achieve overall tax results that are 3 percentage points 
above the goal set by the government in 1977. 


"If such reasoning is accepted, there is no possibility of an active employment pol- 
icy.” 


{Question|] “You have been demanding a tougher struggle. How did you intend to set 
the machinery in motion?” 


{Anewer] “That is a question that is not resolved by magic. Naturally, the employ- 
ment policy must be carried out primarily through economic policy in the government 
and in connection with agreements on incomes. 


“But even if those sectors were managed better than they are now, we would not get 
far.” 
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Take Away From the Richest 


"There is only one possibility for really doing something; income distribution. But 
in our society, are we prepared to redistribute the highest incomes--the amounts 
earned by the highest paid 20 percent? 


"Are we prepared for the reorganizations of working hours that directly affect employ-~ 
ment?" 


PFC: by the Seruff of the Neck 


[Question] “How has the Labor movement conducted itself? You have not been espe- 
cially pleased with the FFC either, have you?" 


[Anewer] “The FFC and the entire labor movement should be grabbed by the scruff of 
the neck. Try for yourself to find a word about employment in the FFC's program. 
The empioyee organizations exist for those who have a job, not for the unemployed. 
Unfortunately, that is the way it is.” 


[Question] “Voices have been raised saying that the FKP [Finnish Communist Party) 
and the Dfff [Finnish People's Democratic League] ought to wake up and create a 
clearer profile for themselves. Does that mean a step to the left?" 


[Answer) "Creating a clearer profile is always a question of how we can work more 
effectively for the cause of this people and this nation. 


"That does not mean swimming against the tide and making angry statements, but it 
does mean responsible and effective influence to achieve the stated goals." 


Including being a part of the government coalition? 


"Yes, that, tc., if the conditions exist, but right now I feel that we are getting 
into seven fathoms of water." 
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COUNTRY SECTION FINLAND 


FINANCE MINISTER: LITTLE ROOM FOR STIMULATION, INITIATIVES 
Helsinki HUFPVUDSTADSBLADET in Swedish 28 Jan 81 p 1 


[Text] “We are not going to get through the international recession with nothing 
more than a scare this time." So said Minister of Finance Ahti Pekkala as the report 
on the national economy for 1980 was being presented on Tuesday. The deficit in the 
Finnish trade balance rose to 5.4 billion markkaa last year, and the situation is 
scarcely going to improve this year. 


The deficit in national finance grew during the good years of 1979 and 1980, and this 
means that the government's possibilities for adopting stimulation measures are lim- 
ited. 


The result is that employment, as one example, is going to depend to a large extent 
on private firms and on the competitiveness of Finnish industry. The government's 
means of intervention are limited to monetary policy and to the possible liquidation 
of funds consisting of export and equalization deposits, investment reserves, and 
cash reserve deposits. 


According to Minister of Finance Pekkala, the government will soon take up for discus- 
sion the question of the special deposits. 


Finland's gross national product rose by 5.5 percent last year--a record high in a 
year that was poor internationally. The big deficit in the trade balance is due in 
part to the fact that import prices, especially petroleum prices, rose faster than 
export prices, and also to the fact that imports increased in volume. 


The employment situation improved considerably last year, although 5 percent of the 
available labor force was still unemployed at the end of last year. This was because 
the labor supply increased by 40,000, while the number of new jobs last year totaled 
70,000. 


More news on last year's economic results and the prospects for the future appears 
in today's Business Section. 
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COUNTRY SECTION FINLAND 


INTERIOR MINISTRY DEFENDS POLICY ON EAST BLOC DEFECTORS 
Helsinki HUPVUDSTADSBLADET in Swedish 3 Feb 861 p 5 


[Text] Tllegal border crossings--including those along the eastern border--are dealt 
with in complete conformity with the so-called international refugee agreement. If 
asylum is requested, the request is handled in due form by the Ministry of Interior. 


Defectors are not sent back immediately. Instead, each illegal border crossing is 
handled individually on the basis of ascertained facts. 


That was made clear in the Ministry of Interior's statement on border and other secu- 
rity matters, which was presented in the minister's reception room on Monday. But 
HUFVUDSTADSBLADET learned that defectors from the East do not seek asylum in our 
country. They are on their way farther west. And in such cases, therefore, the 
question of asylum does not come up. 


Handling of Defectors: a Controversial Question 


Our legislation c»ncerning foreigners is in the process of being amended. A bill is 
now on the ver - of completion. Agreement on its wording has been reached among all 
the government parties with the exception of the Communists. 


Minister Arvo Aalto explains, “The disagreement revolves mainly around the rules for 
handling defectors." He says, “In recent years this has aroused a great deal of jus- 
tified criticism." 


He has not yet seen the latest version of the bill, so he cannot say whether its 
wording satisfies the Communists or not. 


The Ministry of Interior has published a brief guide to its statement with reference 
to the aspect of security, among other things. 


One of the things it notes is that private citizens can also be bound to secrecy by 
the police if they have information that could harm the country economically or en- 
danger security if it fell into the hands of a foreign power. 


On those grounds, the police can also prohibit such persons from revealing what they 
know to newspapers and the broadcast media. 
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Police Records 


The records kept by the Security Police and access to those records also came up in 
the discussion, Almost a year ago, the Security Police refused to allow a researcher 
access to information on its predecessor on the grounds that there was a shortage of 
space and personnel. 


Incidentally, that refusal by the Security Police was upheld by the Supreme Adminis- 
trative Court, 


Police Division Head Tiitinen gave assurances, however, that no ill will was involved. 
It is simply that both space and manpower are needed to separate public documents 
from those that heave not yet been declared public. 


The problem is in the process of being straightened out now. Documents over 25 years 
Old--and therefore public--are to be separated from the rest and sent to the National 
Archives. 


The head of the Police Division feels, however, that in some cases--where it is a 
question of problems involving security policy and documents which might harm private 
individuals if made public--the minister should decide whether to extend the period 
of secrecy to 40 years. 
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COUNTRY SECTION FINLAND 


CONTINUED FAVORABLE BALANCE IN BORDER TRADE WITH USSR 
Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET in Swedish 28 Jan 81 p 13 


[Text] (FNB)--The border trade between the Soviet Union and Finland based on the ex- 
change cf goods developed favorably last year. According to data from the License 
Office, the value of trade totaled 73.7 million rubles (about 425 million markkaa), 
an increase of 24.5 percent over 1979. 


The increase was partly quantitative and is based partly on a greater supply of com- 
modities. The new Finnish exports were represented by leather clothing, among other 
items, while new imports consisted of building materials, chemical products, and 
other goods. 


Textiles constituted 51 percent of last year's exports, but the relative share of 
textile exports fell by 6 percent. Metals made up 20 percent of the total exports, 
while wood and paper products accounted for 10 percent of last year's exports. 


The most important imported product was raw timber (40 percent of our imports from 
the Soviet Union). Next in line were textile goods (15 percent) and food products 
(12 percent). sorder trade was begun in 1958, and in the first year its total value 
was about 4.6 million markkaa. Trade increased steadily until 1966, when it declined 
by about 15 percent due to lower Finnish exports of defective lumber. In 1977 Fin- 
land's imports fell by 21 percent due to the difficulties being experienced by the 
Finnish woodworking industry. Those difficulties resulted in lower imports of Soviet 
raw timber. 


The Regional Development Fund calculates that the value of border trade will total 
about 600 million markkaa this year. Firms in the development zones are estimated 
to account for 100 million markkaa worth of that trade. 


Eino Petajaniemi, director of the Regional Development Fund, says that border trade 
is of great importance to firms in the development zones, and he hopes that those 
firms will be able to increase their exports to the Soviet Union. To that end, the 
fund intends to pay close attention to improving participation in border trade by 
the firms in the development zones. 


11798 
cSO: 3109 


20 














COUNTRY SECTION FRANCE 


LATEST IFOP POLL SHOWS CHIRAC GAIN 
Paris LE POINT in French 16-22 Feb 81 pp 44-49 


[Article by Prof. Jean Charlot of the Paris institute for political studies: 
"The Big Shots Lay Down the Law") 





(Text } In this eight IFOP (French Public Opinion 
Institute ]-LE POINT presidential poll, Giscard, Mitter- 


rand and Chirac can find reasons for hope. But Debre 
is cracking, and Marchais finds himself below the 15- 
percent level in voting intentions, 


— — 


Debre tumble, setback for Giscard and Marchais, very slight progress for Mitterrand 
and first successes of Chirac's offensive--the eighth IFOP-LE POINT opinion poll is all 
the richer in information since additional questions have revealed ferments for change 
which could lead equally to a deterioration in Giscard's position or to its stabilization 
and even improvement. 


Jacques Chirac's candidacy was announced only at the final stage of this eighth opinion 
poll. It nonetheless immediately affected the situation in two ways by considerably 
increasing the number of people intending to vote for Jacques Chirac (11 percent compared 
with 8 percent) and by reducing Michel Debre's chances by a similar percentage (from 

7.5 percent to 4.5 percent) in the event that both men are candidates in the first ballot. 


In any event, Michel Debre has retreated on all fronts. Fewer people believe in his chances 

of winning. After being outclassed by Giscard and Chirac as the “best majority candidate," 

he has now been overtaken by Chaban even though the latter is not a candidate. lilis 

prestige has suffered--only 35 percent of the French people believe chat he possesses che 
necessary qualities to become president compared with 41 percent in December 1980. 

Finally, slightly fewer people are prepared to vote for him now that initially (4.5 percent 
compared with 5 percent in August 1980). On the other hand, Chirac has improved his image 

(even overtaking Mitterrand, but not Giscard, with respect to qualities a president should 
possess). He has improved his credibility and started the reconquest of the Gaullist electorate, 
. maybe in expectation of even better things to come. 


The situation is gradually becoming clearer. The "Coluche phenomenon" seems to be con- 
tinuing and the "small candidates"--many of whom could well be umable to qualify for lack 

of a sufficient number of "sponsors" (at least 500 sponsors from 30 departments are needed) -- 
are beginning to give way to the four big names. The total percentage of people intending 
to vote for Giscard, Mitterrand, Marchais and Chirac has increased from 78 percent to 79.5 
percent in the past 3 months. 


In a way, the majority is starting from positions which it secured in 1974. The situation 
has been remarkably stable--the number of people intending to vote for Giscard has gradually 
decreased to the level of the first ballot in 1974, namely 33 percent. In 1974, Chaban 

and Royer obtained 17.7 percent of votes cast whereas 17.5 percent of the electorate now 
apparently intend to vote for Chirac, Debre and Marie-France Garaud. 


As tor the left, with 40.5 percent of the electorate intending to vote for its candidates, 
it is in a considerably worse situation than it was in 1974 when it secured 46.1 percent 
of votes in the first ballot. However, this gap is not a result of any progress by the 
majority--it can mainly be explained by the (temporary?) rise of ecologist votes (5-6 
percent compared with 2 percent in 1974). Pressure for "tactical" voting should enable 
‘Mitterrand, who has progressed slightly, to pin some hope on this. 
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The Communiat electorate seems to wish to break through ite reserve in the second ballot, 
Ac che time of che preceding opinion poll, only 56 percent of Communists intended to vote 
for Francota Mitterrand in the second ballot, whereas 40 percent adopted a wait-and~see 
attitude, The corresponding figures are now 61 percent and 35 percent.... Everything 
seems to indicate thar, as a result of his noisy campign, Georges Marchais has lost rather 
than gained support. The percentage of people intending to vote for him in the first 
ballot amounting to 14-14.5 percent according to different hypotheses, compared with 15 
percent in January 1981. 





Even though the change in the electorate's voting intentions and its hopes for the indi- 
vidual can’‘idates' victory is unfavorable to the outgoing president, his chances in the 
second ballot remain the highest. And, above all, his image, which greatly deteriorated 
at the end of the year, seems to have improved. Giscard remains by far “the least un- 
likeable" candidate. The ecologist electorate's attitude to him is more favorable now 
than it was at the time of preceding opinion pools. The unity of the majority electorate 
seems exemplary compared with a still far from perfect transfer of votes among the 
electorate of the left, Despite his advantages--especially in the social sphere~-Mitterrand 
carries round his neck the electoral millstone of Communist ministers which everybody 
attributes to him. As for Chirac, even though his chances have improved, he lacks cred- 
ibility compared with Giscard and--unlike the outgoing president--gives rise to serious 
rejection reactions on the left. 


All ta all, this opinion poll could make it possible to envisage a stabilization rather 
favorable to Giscard's position if the Friday IFOP-FRANCE SOIR opinion poll did not 
indicate that his popularity in the country is continuing to decrease--37 percent of the 
French people remain pleased with Giscard as president but the proportion of people dis- 
pleased with him has increased from 47 to 51 percent in 1 month. As for Premier Raymond 
Barre, his--temporary?--silence has not worked in his favor either--only 25 percent 
(compared with 27 percent) of the French people are pleased with him whereas 63 percent 
(compared with 57 percent) say that they are displeased.... Eighty days before the 
election, the head of state and the premier have again broken all records of unpopularity 
compared with their own past performance and that of their predecessors. 


1. The Majority: VGE (Valery Giscard d'Estaing] Still the Leader 


In your opinion, who is the candidate that can best lead the majority to victory 
in the secor’| .ound of the presidential election? 


Jan 81 Sep 80 


V. Giscard d'Estaing 62% 61% 66% 
Jacques Chirac 15% 15% 14% 
Michel Debre 6% 9% 6% 
no opinion 17% 15% 14% 


Giscard remains by far the best candidate of the majority in the eyes, of course, 
of course, of 77 percent of the UDF [French Democratic Union] voters, but also 
for 60 percent of the RPR [Rally for the Republic] voters (+8 points in 1 month) 
and likewise for the socialist and communist electorate. 


—_ = 





And in your opinion, who is the candidate that can best lead the majority in the 
second round of the presidential election on the assumption that Valery Giscard 
d'Estaing is not a candidate? 


Jan 81 Sep 80 





Jacques Chirac 41% 37% 39% 
J. Chaban-Delmas 14% 14% 15% 
Michel Debre 13% 19% 12% 
Raymond Barre 9% 7% 10% 
no opinion 23% 23% 24% 
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If Giscard were not a candidate, Chirac comes forward as the majority's beat 
presidential asset, Michel Debre loses 6 points in | month and becomes less 
erelibie than Chaban=Delmas. 





2. The Opposition: Mitterrand Confirmed 





And who ie the candidate that can best lead the opposition to victory in the 
second round of the presidential election? 


Jan 41 Sep 80 


Francois Mitterrand 73% 72% 30% 
Georges Marchais 12% 12% 11% 
no opinion 15% 16% 16% 


Since the elimination of Rocard, Mitterrand has become the undisputed champion 
of the left. We point out that in September 1980, for example, Michel Rocard, 
who at that time figured in the poll, obtained 43 percent of voting intentions 
46 against 30 percent for Mitterrand. 





3. Presidential Qualities: Chirac's Breakthrough 


For each of the following personalities, tell me whether, in your opinion, he 
has or does not have the personal qualities necessary for being president of the 
republic one day. 





Has them Does not have them 
Jan 61 Sep 60 Jan 61 Sep 80 

Valery Giscard d'Estaing 73% 69% 76% 14% 21% 14% 
Jacques Chirac 58% 50% 55% 25% 3% 31% 
Francois Mitterrand 57% 53% 48% 28% 33% 39% 
Michel Debre 35% 41% 32% 42% 40% 48% 
Georges Marchais 18% i9% 18% 67% 68% 71% 


A breakthrough for Chirac--who passes Mitterrand--while Debre's presidential 
image becomes negative. The RPR voters seems less tempted than in the last poll 
by denigration of the president in office (91 percent think he has the qualities 
of a president, as against 73 percent in December 1980). Giscard, Chirac and 
Mitterrand are the only candidates who have presidential stature in the minds of 
most of the French. 





4. The Stars of the Month: Mitterrand-Marchais 


For each of the following political personalities, tell me whether, in the 
course of recent weeks, he has rather increased his chances of winning the 
next presidential election or has rather decreased them. 
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VGl: Negative balance, but 


vou had to draw up today an overall balance sheet for Valery Giscard d'Estaing's 
ion as president of the republic since 1974, would you say that it is... 
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A rather positive balance 2. <A rather negative balance 
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Nii--The percentage of those with no opinion has varied only slightly 
between |/ percent and 22 percent. 


weral!l balamc-sheet tor the 7-vear term has been perceived as negative since 
t November; but February's judgment is a little less severe than that of January 
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1981, because of a certain recovery of the president's image among the RPR elector= 
ate, for whom it had, to be sure, deteriorated seriously at the end of last year, 
This favorable trend for Giscard among Gaullist voters is found also, to a lesser 
degree, among the other voter groups, including those of the opposition. 





6. Whom Do You Want for President? 


On the whole, whom would you personally like to see as president of the republic in 
19817 (No names were suggested to the respondents; their answers are spontaneous. ) 


Jan 81 Sep 80 
Valery Giscard d'Estaing 28% 29% y12 
Francois Mitterrand 19% 17% 11% 
Jacques Chirac 10% 8% 7% 
Georges Marchais 9% 8% 8% 
Michel Debre 4% 5% % 
An ecologist candidate 1% 1% 1% 
ho opinion 22% 22% 22% 





In this latest poll, the other personalities receive 
less than | percent. 


.. @nd in Case of a Duel? 


And if, on 10 May 1981, the date of the second round of the presidential election, 
Valery Giscard d'Estaing and Francois Mitterrand are running against one another, 
whom would you like to see win? 


Valery Giscard d'Estaing 45% 
Francois Mitterrand 39% 
no opinion 16% 


A rise for Chirac (+2) and for Mitterrand (+2), a slight increase for Marchais (+1) 
--thanks to the Communist electorate--and a dropoff for Giscard and Debre. A 
Chirac victory is desired by 35 percent of the RPR voters; 36 percent prefer Gis- 
ecard, and 15 percent Debre. This is Chirac's best result since the beginning of 
our polls. 


In the event of a Giscard-Mitterrand duel in the second round, Giscard is clearly 
ahead. In terms of votes actually cast (that is, not taking into account the per- 
sons with no opinion), the balance of preferences is not different from that of 
second-round voting intentions (53 percent Giscard, 47 percent Mitterrand). We 
note, though, that there are more socialist voters (19 percent) and even communist 
voters (15 percent) choosing VGE thatn RPR voters (13 percent) and UDF voters 

(7 percent) preferring Mitterrand. 


7. VGE Still the Big Favorite 


And who, in your opinion, will be elected president of the republic in May 19817 
(No names were suggested to the respondents; their answers are spontaneous. ) 
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V. Giseard d'Estaing 55% 60% 
Francois Mitterrand 12% 6% 
Jacques Chirac nn 2% 
Michel Debre o% 1% 
Jeorges Marchais i iz 
other personalities 0% 1% 
no opinion 29% 27% 


Giscard remains, among 411 voter groups, the big favorite over Mitterrand, the out= 
sider of the left. Nevertheless, he loses 5 points in a month, while Francois 
Mitterrand gaine 4. 





8. Prize Liet for Antipathy 

One may feel sympathy with or antipathy for politicians. Were are the names of 
five candidates in the presidential election. Tell me who, on this list, is the 
one you like the least, who is most antipathetic to you. And next after that one. 


Cited a8 most antipathetic by the voters of: 


PC PS (Socialist Party) UDF RPR Overall 

Chirac 43% Marchais 36% Marchais 70% Marchais 65% Marchais 43% 
VGE 18% Chirac 25% Mitterrand 14% Mitterrand 15% Chirac 16% 
Debre 17% Debre 14% «Chirac 52 Debre 42 Debre 6% 
Mitterrand 5% VCE 12% VGE 3% «(Chirac 3% Mitter- 
Marchais 4% Mitterrand 2% ~=s«éDebre 2% «VCE 2% ~—sorand 8% 
Don't know 13% Don't know 112% Don't know 6% Don't know 11% VCE 7% 

Don't 

know 18% 


Cited as second most antipathetic, by the voters of: 


PC PS UDF RPR Overall 
Debre 31% Debre 25% Mitterrand 37% Mitterrand 40% Mitterrand 22% 
VGE 28% Chirac 21% Chirac 17% Marchais 17% Debre 17% 
Chirac 12% VGE 13% Debre 16% Debre 10% Chirac 13% 
Mitterrand 5% Marchais 12% Marchais 15% VGE 9% Marchais 10% 
Marchais % Mitterrand 862 £VGE 1% Chirac 7% VCE 9% 
Don't know 21% 21% Don't know 14% Don't know 17% Don't know 29% 


This question appeals to emotional feeling more than to reasoning. From it, one 
notes that the RPR and UDF electorates react practically in the same way: the No | 
adversary is Georges Marchais; next, very far behind, comes Mitterrand. On the 
other hand, the PS electorate designates as “most antipathetic” not a man of the 
majority but the leader of the PC, while the communist voters designate Chirac as 
enemy No 1. It should be noted that VGE, despite all the attacks on him, is the 
one who arouses the least antipathy. 

















9. VGEwMitterrand: to Each Hie Strong Pointe 


For each of the following areas, who, in your opinion=-Valery Giscard d'ERetaing or 
Francoise Mitterrand=-can do the most and best if he is elected president of the 


republic? 
VGE Mitterrand No Opinion 
employment 21% 44% 35% 
price rises and inflation 26% 32% 42% 
France's influence in the world 61% 16% PB) | 
social justice 22% 42% i 
freedom of information 27% 27% 46% 
the solidity of the franc 44% 14% 42% 
national defense 45% 14% 41% 
political stability 66% 15% 4i% 
individual liberties 1% 12 or 


France's influence in the world, national defense, solidity of the france and poli- 
tical stability: these are Giscard's strong points. Whereas Mitterrand is consid- 
ered “best” for ensuring employment, social justice, and even the struggle against 
inflation. The two men are almost equal as regards freedom of information and in- 
dividual liberties. Conventional images. Nevertheless, the RPR places a little 
more confidence in Mitterrand than in Giscard for employment and social justice; 
the socialists, a little more confidence in Giscard than in Mitterrand for the in- 
fivence of France in the world and for national defense. 





10. And if Mitterrand te Elected... 


And if Francois Mitterrand is elected president of the republic on 10 May 1981, do 
you think that his election will change many things, quite a few things, few things 
or nothing at all in. 





.. French political life .. @a@ily life 
16% many things 11% 
40% ben quite a few things 16% se 
32% few things 35% 
438 ter nothing at all 24% we 
11% no Opinion 14% 


This is 4 constant of the polls: for several months, the French have not been ex- 
pecting any great changes from this presidential election. But curiously, in the 
hypothesis of 4 victory for Francois Mitterrand, it is the left that believes most 
in modifications of political life, whereas the UDF and RPR voters are far more 
sceptical. is this @ sign that the majority fear a change of regime less since the 
break between the Socialists and the Communists’ 





ll. The Problem of Communist Ministers 


if Francois Mitterrand is elected president of the republic on 10 May 1981, do you 
think there will be Communist ministers in the government or not?’ 
PC PS/MRC* UDF BPR 


There will be Communist ministers 442% 69% 49% 43% 43% aa 
There will not be any 27% «=21% 32% 31% Wah the Left] 
No opinion 29% 10% 19% 26% 23% 
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Thies [POP =LE POINT presidential poll covers two different inquiries. The first con= 
cerns the image of the politicians (Tables | to 11). Lt was carried out from 3 to 

? February 1961 among a representative sample of 1,272 French citizens of 18 and 
older. The second one concerns voting intentions as expressed in ballot boxes, it 
wae carri.d out from 1? January to 7 February 19861 among 4 representative sample of 
3,148 Prench citizens of 18 and older, 


Voting Intentions (Responses in Percentages of French Citizens Expressing An 
Opinion) 


Firet Round 





in the coming presidential election, let use suppose that you had to choose among the 
following candidates. For whom is it most likely that you would vote? 


Hypothesis 1, with Debre 5) 4, Sep 80 Hypothesis 2, without Debre | 4) Sep 80 





V. Giscard d'Betaing 1} 2% & 2 <3 VV. Giseard d'Eetaing 4% % 37 % JOR 
J. Chirac i) 2 8 & LR J. Chirac 12.5% 21 2% 12% 
M. Debre 4.5% 7.5% 52 OF. Mitterrand 21.5% 21.5% 19% 
F. Mitterrand 21.5% 21 2 18% G. Marchais 4.5% 15 &% 132% 
G. Marchais 4 215 2 I~ B. Lalonde 5% § & 
B. Lalonde 5 t= 5 2 7% =Others: 12.5% 10.5% 11% 
Cenase 11 5 9.5% 9g Leguiller 2 % R. Garaudy 1 2% 
M.-F. Garaud 2 &% P. Gauchon 1% M.-F. Garaud 2.5% P. Gauchon 0 2 
A. Laguiller 0.5% &. Hintermann 1% H. Bouchardeau | 7% A. Krivine 1 2% 
H. Bouchardeau | 1% A. Krivine 1% M. Crepeau 1.5% J.-M. Le Pen 2 2% 
M. Crepeau 1 % J.-M. Le Pen E. Hintermann | 2% J.-C. Delaruve 0.5% 
R. Garaudy 1.5% J.-C. Delarue 1% Ho opinion 23% 
No opinion 20° 
Hypothesis 3, with Coluche Jen 61 
V. Giscard d'Estaing 31% #32 2% 
Jacques Chirac 10.5% 8 2% 
Michel Debre 5 2% 7 2 
Francois Mitterrand 19.5% 18 2% 
Georges Marchais 13% 14.5% 
Coluche 6.52 11 2% 
Brice Lalonde 4 % 3.3% 
Others: 10.5% 6 % 
M.-F. Garaud 2 i 
R. Garaudy 1 3% 
A. Laguiller 1.5% P. Gauchon 1 2 
H. Bouchardeau | % A. Krivine 0.5% 
M. Crepeau 1.5% J.-M. Le Pen 1 2% 
J.-C. Delarve 0.5% £&. Hintermann 0.57 


No opinion 21% 


The most striking phenomenon is Michel Debre's drop, accompanied by a certain rise 
for Chirac. VGE tends toward his 1974 level. As for Coluche, he loses nearly half 
of his votes. 











Becond Round 


Let us suppose that it is now the second round of the presidential election, For 
which of the candidates do you think it is moet likely you would vote? 





Situation | Situation 2 Jan 81 Sep 80 
V. Giseard d'fetaing 53% J. Chirac 46% 45% 51% 
FP. Mitterrand 47% PF. Mitterrand 54% 55% 49% 
no opinion 29% no opinion th) See | Mi 


The gap between Valery Giscard d'Estaing and Francois Mitterrand, by comparison 
with the January poll, goee from 54-46 to 53-47. In November 1980 it was 69-40, 
Thus, VGE's drop in voting intentions continues, but at a slower rate. In the 
Chirac-Mitterrand hypothesis, the leader of the PS loses a point but continues 
well in the lead. 























in relation to last January, the switching between the first and second rounds (in 
the event of a VO -Mitterrand runoff) has evolved as follows: 


~-Giscard still gets 61 percent of Debre's voters, but attracts only 54 percent of 
Chirac's voters, as against 60 percent in January. On the other hand, 23 percent of 
the ecologists vote for him as against 16 percent a month ago. 


“Mitterrand, for his part, still obtains between 17 percent and 19 percent of the 
RPR votes, but makes progress among the Communist voters, among whom one sees a 
certain thawing. Of Marchais's voters, 61 percent go straight to Mitterrand, as 
against 56 percent a month ago. The undecided rate drops from 40 percent to 35 per- 
cent. 

Transte: of Votes from ist to 2nd Round 














- percentage ist-round veters for... (Hypothesis 2) - 
Chirac Debre VGE Ecologists Mitterrand Marchais 
Valery Giscard d'Estaing 542 612% 97% 23% 2% 4% 
Francois Mitterrand 19% 17% 2% 44% 952 61% 
[illegible] [illegible] 222% 1% 3% % 35% 
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Statement from the Polls Commission 


"The Polls Commission has taken note of the poll on ‘Jobseekers’ Voting’ conducted by 
the [FOP and published in LE POINT of 3 February 1981. 


"The Commission has noted that the table giving voting intentions in the first round 
and in the second round of the presidential elections does not indicate the percent- 
age of persone questioned who did not express themselves, whereas this percentage is 
indicated for the other questions of the inquiry. 


“Now this percentage is especially high, since it represents 37 percent and 45 per- 
cent, respectively, of the persons questioned on the two hypotheses considered for 
the second round. The result of this fact is that the figures published are af- 
fected by a big coefficient of uncertainty--first of all, precisely because of the 
large proportion of persons whose voting intentions are not known, and secondly be- 
cause, since the inquiry involves a small sample to begin with (281 persons), the 
results published are for an even smaller number of persons (150 or 180, depending 
on the case). 


“In these conditions, the margin of error is, in at least one of the hypotheses, 
greater than the gap between the candidater as revealed by the inquiry, which de- 
prives the inquiry of the essential part of its significance." 


(Editor's Note: Noted. It was a mistake not to have published the percentage of 
persons who did not express themselves in the question on voting intentions. 


As regards the representativeness of a sample, the IFOP points out that ic "de- 
pends, to be sure, on the number of persons questioned, but also on the ‘poli rate’ 
“that is, the proportion of persons questioned in relation to the reference popula- 
tion, the more or less homogeneous character of a population, the distribution of 
the points of ine ory, and finally, the sociodemographic representativeness of the 
sample." 


Finally, we note that the low rate of response, in the hypothesis of a Giscard- 
Marchais second round, is explained by the improbable character of such a runoff. 
Therefore, it had only a test value in this poll.) 














COUNTRY SECTION ITALY 


D'URSO INTERROGATION, RED BRIGADES INTERVIEW PUBLISHED 
Kidnapped Judge Questioned 
Rome L' ESPRESSO in Italian 11 Jan 81 pp 74-90 


[Text]  Kidnaped judge's ordeal. 'I, Giovanni D'Urso, reply 
to the BR's question...'. Lengthy, minutely detailed, 
relentless, the questioning probes Italy's most pain- 
ful issues: the way the Justice Ministry is set up, 
the treatment given "repentant" terrorists, the prison 
issue (with Asinara heading the list). It is a docu- 
ment of terror, as seen by the terrorists and their 
victim. 


The following consists of extensive excerpts from the 
grilling to which Magistrate Giovanni D'Urso was sub- 
jected by the Red Brigades. It is preceded by a few 
lines of introduction. Pursuant to a request from 
court authorities we have purged the text of all names 
mentioned in it. We have also deleted an entire para- 
araph dealing with the state institutions for pre- 
vention and punishment of crime. 


"The following consists of excerpts from the first interrogation to 
which [|...] D'Urso was subjected in the people's prison. Elipses 
l...] indicate portions deleted as irrelevant or, if they follow a 
name, the descriptions and other data provided by the prisoner con- 
cerning individuals who worked with him. 


The ‘Summons' to the Justice Ministry 


QUESTION: You say you are nobody's political protege, meaning that 
your transfer from the South up to Rome was just a stroke of luck? 


ANSWER: No, it was not simply a stroke of luck. 


QUESTION: In your opinion, could any ordinary magistrate reach the 
level you have reached with so little effort? 
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ANSWER: I had the grade and the seniority. I have shown you that all 
those who were picked with me had less seniority than I did, so it is 
quite natural that the most senior magistrate should be put in the 
toughest job. 


QUESTION: The applicants, the people who put in for the job: there 
were five of them; weren't there any more than that? Word goes out 
all over Italy that there are job openings at the Justice Ministry, 
aad only five people apply? 


ANSWER: Yes, because under the conditions in which the call for appli- 
cants was issued, which was the fatal attack on Palma, time is clearly 
of the essence, isn't it? Palma was killed in January-February 1978, 
and in March a recorded message went out to all Justice officials in- 
structing them to invite all magistrates who wished to join the ministry 
to apply. 


QUESTION: Did they urgently need a replacement? 
ANSWER: A substitute, not a replacement. 
QUESTION: So you, in a mere 3 months, decided on a transfer? 


ANSWER: That is only logical, since they were looking for substitutes 

for people. I applied, and then the telegram came. I came to Rome 

and introduced myself to [...] who told me I would be going to the head 
office of the institutions for the prevention and punishment of crime. 

Altavista was out, and I talked with Minervini, who assigned me to Of- 

fice III. 


QUESTION: Ye. application was followed immediately by an appointment 
from the mi. .ster? 


ANSWER: It was understandable that there had to be an emergency pro- 
cedure because vacant job slots had to be filled. There was nobody in 
Office III -- or rather there was only one young magistrate. 


QUESTION: How long had there been nobody there? Nobody had been as- 
signed there since the revolutionary forces put Margariti out of ac- 
tion? 


ANSWER:  _...) was assigned, but then he decided to leave after the 
Palma business. 


QUESTION: Why didn't Margariti want to go back? Had he transferred to 
another office? 


ANSWER: Of course, because after he was hurt he didn't want to stay 
in that line of work. 


QUESTION: So, because it was an emergency, they decided to hand the 
job to you without anybody's putting in a word for you? 








ANSWER: I didn't need anybody to vouch for me: all they needed was 
to look at my personnel file. My whole career was set down there -- 
everything I had been, every office I had held, ratings, promotions... 





QUESTION: Which means that your file proved that you were a reliable 
man, not that you were competent in any specific area. How did you 
cope when you got to your new job? Who helped you? 


ANSWER: I would consult with Minervini, and often with Director-Ge- 
neral Altavista. 


QUESTION: Did you go to Minervini when you had major problems that 
had been bucked up to your office, requiring you to decide where to 
send a particular prisoner? 

ANSWER: Yes, there were those, too. 


QUESTION: What did you mean when you said that you would never set foot 
in your office again? 


ANSWER: Well, after this experience I am not going back. 

QUESTION: Because you are afraid to stay there? 

ANSWER: No, because you won't let me get on with the job any more. 
QUESTION: So what will you do? 


ANSWER: I'll apply to the Superior Magistracy Council to assign me to 
judicial duties or to transfer me to another office. 


QUESTION: is that what Margariti did? 

ANSWER: Margariti stayed with the ministry; he went into another of- 
fice. But everybody who left after the Palma killing appealed to the 
Superior Magistracy Council.... 

QUESTION: Who left after the Palma business? 

ANSWER: A lot of them: four, maybe five.... 

QUESTION: Why? 


ANSWER: Apparently they didn't feel like taking risks. You don't de- 
cide to become a magistrate so you can be a target for assassination! 


QUESTION: Didn't the ministry have some special procedure for meeting 
the needs of these magistrates? 


ANSWER: They would ask other magistrates to come into the ministry. 
And I was one of the ones who did. 
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Office III: Assignments, Transfers, Treatment of Prisoners 
QUESTION: How did you reach decisions on security transfers? 


ANSWER: On the basis of suggestions from the Institutions and judi- 
ciary authorities, from the carabinieri, and the police in general. 


QUESTION: were you pressured? Be more specific. 

ANSWER: There were always written recommendations: that is the basis 
I acted on. For instance, you get a report of attempted escape, or 
one saying that this or that type is intent on inciting his comrades 
to violence. This is the rationale. 


QUESTION: How do the carabinieri and the police forces who are on the 
outside find out what goes on inside? 


ANSWER’ If there are cases that get publicity outside...; if they are 
inside cases there is the director. 


QUESTION: What about people held pending trial, in carabinieri bar- 
racks, for instance: do you get reports on them? 


ANSWER: Such reports may come in, too. 

QUESTION: How do you account for direct commitment for a first offense 
to a prison like Asinara, when the comrades have been held in a cara- 
binieri barracks? 


ANSWER: Obviously there has been a report, as I mentioned earlier. 


QUESTION: Do those reports] use the expression "a particularly dan- 
gerous indi. dual"? 


ANSWER: They may use it, but it has to be backed up with a tape. 
QUESTION: You do not concern yourself with the merits of the report? 


ANSWER: I can't go into the merits, because that would interfere with 
the urgency of the transfer! 


QUESTION: So the prison assignment depends on the type of report the 
police or the carabinieri send in, meaning that they are the ones who 
decide where the prisoner is to go, and you merely carry out orders? 


ANSWER: They make the recommendations. 


QUESTION: So the finding is not based on behavior subsequent to capture, 
but on an evaluation of the individual who has been taken prisoner? 


ANSWER: Well, of course you also ask the prison director for an opinion. 
QUESTION: Does it seem likely to you that a man who has just been cap- 


tured and held for 10 days in an underground cell, bound and gagged, 
could demonstrate any kind of behavior whatsoever? 
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ANSWER: I believe there are no such cases! 


QUESTION: All right, then: you are saying that you decide on assign- 
ments and transfers on the basis of reports from the police and the Ca- 
rabinieri concerning the dangerous nature of a prisoner, his potential 
incitement to violence, or the likelihood that he will try to escape. 
This evaluation is an a priori judgment, since it cannot be based on 
the prisoner's behavior in prison during the first 10 days, while he is 
in solitary confinement. 


ANSWER: It may be that the police decide that a particular individual 
is important, and therefore they assume that the person may have some 
outside support. 


QUESTION: So you agree that the judgment on captured comrades is esta- 
blished on the basis of their being revolutionaries, militant commu- 
nists, and not on the way they behave in prison. 


ANSWER: Anybody who holds a position so prominent as to be able to 
command assistance in an escape is clearly a dangerous person. 


QUESTION: So you make your discrimination on the basis of the recommen- 
dations you receive? 


ANSWER: No, I do not discriminate: I act on the basis of the recommen- 
dations: of course I read them and evaluate them. 


QUESTION: You read them...you evaluate them, and, to put it bluntly, 
you discriminate. 


ANSWER: Yes. 


QUESTION: Once the messages come to you in your office, do you reach 
your decision on your own, or do you consult the top people? 


ANSWER: There used to be an office reporting directly to the director 
general in person, there had been this understanding because it was an 
irregular structure and the director general was supposed to run it. 
Since there was the _...]| on the outside, there had to be a summit at 
the same ievel on the inside. So the whole maximum security sector was 
under the responsibility and guidance of the director general. Since 
Altavista's death and his replacement by [...]|'s rule, things have 
changed, because he was not a centralizer and lacked Altavista's tech- 
nical skills, and so those functions were returned to the jurisdiction 
of Office III. Of recent months, seeing that L...] meeded to get some 
experience and learn the ropes, I ran it. 


The Differential Strategy and Danger Prognosis 


QUESTION: Explain clearly just what the differential strategy is, and 
what ideology is understood in it. 








ANSWER: Security; differentiation in terms of potential danger as mo- 
tivation, and hence as effect in terms of incentives for security mea- 

sures: seeing to it that the inmate does not escape, that he does not 

seize prison guards as hostages, etc. 


QUESTION: tn your opinion, if there had not been that wave of prison 
violence in the second half of the Seventies, would there ever have been 
any special [maximum security] prisons created? 


ANSWER: If the prison structures then in place had provided adequate 
guarantees, then there would be no reason to set up new ones. 


QUESTION: At the social level, something different was beginning to 


surface -- crimes were no longer the traditional ones -- that posed some 
new problems to the prison administration, too. 


ANSWER. The practical point was that in 1976 and 1977 there had been 

a series of sensational escapes....so the system, in order to deal with 
the situation...thought it advisable to create structures that would 
stop escapes. 


QUESTION: So the urgent need was to separate the particularly danger- 
ous working-class prisoners to prevent escapes, only escapes? 


ANSWER: Escapes, riots, taking guards hostage. 
QUESTION: What did all these mean to you? 


ANSWER: Disrupting prison life...the inefficiency of the structure 
which no longer did what it was designed to do. 


QUESTION: ~ more general terms, what was the significance of the fact 
that it was possible to incite to rebellion -- what was the signifi- 
cance of the rapport between a particular type of prisoners whom you 
call dangerous, and the general mass of prisoners? 

ANSWER: The fundamental aim of any prisoner is to escape. 

QUESTION: That applies to all prisoners? 


ANSWER: Of course, because there are those who cannot stand prison. 


QUESTION: Well, then, this isolation that you ordered was not designed 
simply to prevent escapes? 


ANSWER: ...and other serious disturbances of prison routine. 


QUESTION: In other words, it was to prevent any rapport between these 
dangerous prisoners and the general mass...to prevent disturbances? 


ANSWER: Well, disturbances already present or which might arise. 

















QUESTION: In other words, it was a preventive option: to keep that 
rapport from leading to an explosive mixture. 


ANSWER: That may have been the end result. At the time we screened 


out the more dangerous prisoners and they were sent to these more se- 
cure inatitutiona. 


QUESTION: Explain the concept that governs the finding as to whether 
or not a prisoner is dangerous. 


ANSWER: A dangerous prisoner is one who has tried to escape. 

QUESTION: Bven if he was arrested 10 days previously? 

ANSWER: In that case you have to consider the prognosis of threat he 
may pose in the future, based on his personality and on what crime he 
has committed. 

QUESTION: If somebody just arrested has not seized any ; ison guard 

as a hostage or had a chance to try to escape, etc., and is suspected 
of belonging to an armed group, but not of any specific crime, what are 
the criteria for picking im out, and upon what factors is the assess- 
ment of his becoming a threat in the future based? 


ANSWER: On the basis of a prognosis of the probability that he might 
take advantage of support from outside which would help him escape. 


QUESTION: Do you find that this machinery for continual transfers from 
one prison to another in secret is actually designed to destabilize 

the people under your governance physically and psychologically? 
ANSWER: Absolutely not. 

QUESTION: Does the name of Francesco Berardi mean anything to you? 
ANSWER: The man who killed himself. 


QUESTION: He was not the one who committed suicide, he was the comrade 
whom you drove into total physical and psychological instability. 


ANSWER: It seems to me that happened in Cuneo. 
QUESTION: Why did you send him to Cuneo? 
ANSWER: It would have been a chance decision! 
Prisoner Classification and Declassification 


QUESTION: How is your office set up for this classification and declas- 
sification activity? 
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ANSWER: It is handled like any other procedures in the dossiers. 


QUESTION: Your office is involved in keeping prisoner dossiers: how 
many people do you have assigned to this work? 


ANSWER: There are 30,000 «= maybe 20,000 dossiers, all records work, 
and the staff numbers more than 50. 


QUESTION: That's a lot of people, 50 people. So most of your office 
concentrates on this classification work. Why is it so important? 


ANSWER: It's massive, there's so much of it: correspondence from every 
prison in Italy flows into our office, and the dossier for every pri- 
soner has to be kept up to date... 


QUESTION: Why do you do it this way, by hand, instead of using the 
centra’ computer? 


ANSWER: Because the computer doesn't get the input (from the outlying 
areas) the way it should: these people don't know how to do it, and 
there is no specialist staff. 


QUESTION: Do you have computer terminals in your office, and what do 
they enable you to do? 


ANSWER: They tell me exactly where what prisoners are at any given time, 
except that some of the data have been wrong, and I have to go and dig 
out the file, because, for one thing, sometimes there are transfers on 
orders from inspectors, which are not recorded. 


QUESTION: Dor. the file help in assessing the potential threat priso- 
ners might + se? 


ANSWER: When there is @ case to process we pull the file and process 
it. 


YUESTION: In which cases might there be a procedure to process? 


ANSWER: Are we talking maximum security, or prisons in general? In 
general, in cases where there are appeals of any sort..., but for maxi- 
mum security it might be that the prison directorate itself asks that 

a prisoner be transferred to an ordinary prison because he has demon- 
strated good behavior (!). 


QUESTION: How do you arrive at this declassification decision? (N.B. 
Practically it means taking the "maximum security" flag off a prisoner's 
file. Prisoners with the “maximum security" flag attached to their 
dossiers now number 500, as D'Urso stated in another interrogation ses- 
sion.) 


ANSWER: Whichever prison authority has held the prisoner for some 


length of time, observed him, and believes that he is not dangerous 
forwards the recommendation to the ministry. 
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QUESTION: In your own experience, what is the procedure for conduct- 
ing this study of prisoner behavior? Is there somebody assigned to 
observe him? 


ANSWER? That would be the director, or the training officer...by way 
of a behavioral study with the prisoner's comrades, and with police 
officers. 


QUESTION: In practice, what does all that mean? That the prisoner no 
longer wants to eacape, stir up his fellow-prisoners, or incite to riot, 
that he has accepted the fact that he must serve his term, be a slave 
for whatever term the judge has stipulated... 


ANSWER: It might be that in the meantime the sentence has been reduced 
and the prisoner is thinking about spending the time he has left to 
serve in peace. 


QUESTION: Why do you suppose it is that on the special circuit Novara 
prison stands out as number one by reason of the monthly transfer of a 
quota of declassified prisoners, to the tune of much publicity from the 
prison directorate itself, always with the insinuation that if a pri- 
soner behaves, goes along with the system, and doesn't let himself be 
drawn into trouble, he will be rewarded that way, whereas anybody who 
makes trouble stays in Novara? 


ANSWER: Declassification is done in all prisons. 


QUESTION: Doesn't it occur to you t' t declassification might be a tool 
for blackmail and division among the prisoners? 


ANSWER: You have to look at the angle from which the problem is viewed 
-+-theoretically, you might be right. 


How Office III and Prison Director D'Urso Work 


QUESTION: Of recent months there have been battles and uprisings by 
workers held prisoner at Asinara, Nuoro, Fossombrone, Volterra, and 
Florence... Explain what machinery is set in motion in such cases... 


ANSWER: fhe director of prisons gets a message reporting the emergency. 
QUESTION: What if it happens at night? 


ANSWER: The prison warden then telephones the ministry and tries to 
get in touch with the director of prisons or with me; the switchboard 
has my home telephone number, calls me there, tells me that the direc- 
tor has to talk about a grave situation, and asks me to call him at home... 


QUESTION: So your office is the first step: they call you at home for 
job-related questions, after hours... 


ANSWER: Yes, of course, whenever there is an emergency situation (up- 
risings, escapes, an inmate suicide who must be sent to hospital). 








QUESTION: So the moment something happens, the prison directors get 
ento the phone and call you. The hot line, when something breaks, is 
your number. 


ANSWER: That's logical, because I am the man who has to make any deoi- 
sion regarding a prisoner. What other office could they call? of 
course they can't call directly to Office I (civilian personnel): they 
would be told politely to get lost. They'll say: "I couldn't care leas 
if the guy has escaped..." I'm the one with the hardest job in the 
seneral directorate! getting men into hospital, riots, escapes, every 
body tells me, I tell my superiors, and the director general... 


QUESTION: Are you authorized to wake up the director general in the 
middle of the night? 


ANSWER: Of course I am. That is, not the one we have now, because I 
don't know where he lives. But when Altavieta was there a lot of war- 
dens tad his telephone number, and could talk to him directly. (N.B.: 
Since Altavista's death in December 1979, the functions of maximum se- 
curity prisons have been largely shifted to D'Urso's Office III, which 
he runs in close contact with...). 


QUESTION: So now you're the boss. Given the circumstances. 

ANSWER: No. the boss |... 

QUESTION: How do you proceed in case of emergency? 

ANSWER: I inform the office manager and the director general...when 


there are sit-tight situations I advise them to call in the local 
prosecutor or the prison inspector. 


QUESTION: -o you are the one who tells the warden to bring in the local 
court authorities? 


ANSWER: That's the logical advice to give them... 


QUESTION: Do you also advise them to call in the police and the cara- 
binieri? 


ANSWER: No; that is entirely up to the warden. I cannot do it from 
so tar away; if he needs advice at that level, let him ask for it, 
let him call on somebody with more authority than I have. I call the 
director general, when Altavista was there, that is; now I call _.... 
because he is my superior. 


QUESTION: When there was that protest in Florence by two prisoners 
(Abatangelo and Bombaci) who did not want to be transferred to Asinara, 
you said that the decision had been made at the highest level... 
ANSWER: They passed it on to me..., I don't know whom I consulted... 


QUESTION: How did you proceed in the Nuoro uprising? 
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ANSWER: I got to the ministry at 0920 hours, found the message, and 
informed the director general. We went together to find the office 
manager, and from hia office we followed developments in the situation. 


QUBSTION: You and |....) followed it? 
ANSWER: [...]. 


QUESTION: Had the two of you supported the requests for tranafer of 
worker prisoners? Had you made the plan to transfer them off the isa- 
land? 


ANSWER: Yes, yea. 
QUESTION: Why wasn't that conclusion reached? 


ANSWER: Because after the two bodies were found the Attorney General 
decided to make everything available. 


QUESTION: And did he make that decision on his own, even though you 
say the special section had already been destroyed? 


ANSWER: The maximum security section was destroyed, but the regular 
section was still intact. 


QUESTION: What kind of treatment did the worker prisoners get? You 
did not find that, for the first time, moss torture was used? You 

did not find that the prisoners were chained together in threes, forced 
to remain standing for 2 days practically naked, or that water was 
constantly sprayed on them? You did not find that the 20 transferred 
prisoners were beaten until the blood ran? 


ANSWER: How could I have found such a thing! 
QUESTION: Because what would have happened had you found such evidence? 
ANSWER: I should have reported it to the prison authorities. 


QUESTION: Really? Well, then, since as in this case you would have 
filed a report with the prison authorities, let's talk about Asinara... 
After the 2 October battle Asinara became the maximum repression center 
in the special circuit. You know that the worker-prisoner movement is 
working to get Asinara shut down, and that there have even been some 
questions raised about the matter by political parties. Yet you, who 
are responsible not only for assignments and transfers, but also for 
prisoner treatment at the national level, found out nothing? 


ANSWER: I found that |...)j had been behind adoption of security mea- 
sures, searches, package inspection... 


QUESTION: Is that all? You didn't find, for instance, that he was 
having anal searches run? Isn't that a practice you cited in a memo 
or some such, circulated to all wardens? 
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ANSWER: No. 

QUESTION: What measures did you suggest, then? 

ANSWER: Searches, searches of people going to talk with prisoners, 
searches of packages. I would send prisoners out for exercise in 
amall groups. 


QUJESTION: Even though you did grant less time out of doors than the re- 
gulations called for? 





ANSWER: I was not authorized to do that. 

QUESTION: You made no findings about food, about the fact that the 
guards used to spit and urinate on the food? That packages were never 
delivered? That parcels containing perishable food were left to rot in 
the ma.lroom? 

ANSWER: No. I did have complaints about delays in delivery. 


QUESTION: You did not find that guards were subjecting prisoners to 
various kinds of torture? 


ANSWER: No. There were some things they didn't come to tell me about. 
QUESTION: Yet you are responsible for treatment of prisoners. 


ANSWER: I did get questions from parliament, and I assigned ... to 
look into them. 


QUESTION: Ne’ an inspector from headquarters? 


ree -_— later on, the central office appointed somebody, I think 
it WAS Le«sis 


QUESTION: Who did they send to investigate the maltreatment of Dorigo? 


ANSWER: Dorigo was not in Asinara, though; because the authorities 
had let us know that it would not be a good idea to keep him in Asinara. 


QUESTION: So you and the director general sent an inspector from head 
quarters to inspect a prisoner who was no longer there, whom you had 
transferred at the same time? 

ANSWER: No, he was supposed to look into the overall situation. 


QUESTION: But you had specifically removed Dorigo from the area. 


ANSWER: No, he was in the custody of the court. He had filed a com- 
plaint, and there was an investigation which reported contusions and 
abrasions. 











QUESTION: So there was evidence that he had been beaten. 





ANSWER: Apparently there had been a struggle with a guard. I don't re- 
oer how many days the doctors said the guard would have to be hosapi- 
talized. 


QUESTION: So Dorigo was beaten...and what report did the inapector 
general file on him? 


ANSWER: The usual. 


QUESTION: And you, who are so devoted to duty: it never occurred to 
you to call for further investigation? 


ANSWER: It is not within my authority to replace a warden; moderni- 
zation of prison installations is not within my authority; replacement 
and supervision of military personnel is not within my authority. 


QUESTION: Could you decide on your own to make less use of it? 


ANSWER: I could not publicly state an opinion contrary to that of my 
superiors. 


QUESTION: Let's say, though, that insofar as knowledge was concerned 
you saw what was happening: there had been questions in parliament, 
there was Dorigo all swollen up... yet so far as you were concerned 
everything was going smoothly? You told us that Asinara, on the spe- 
cial, maximum security prison circuit, was earmarked for the most dan- 
gerous of dangerous prisoners. Why? 


ANSWER: Becaus: it's an island, and according to the theory I heard, 
islands are safer than mainland prisons. 


QUESTION: From whom did you hear that theory? 

ANSWER: From the guidelines passed along to me... 

QUESTION: Who ordered you to send that type of prisoner to Asinara? 
ANSWER: It is automatic, when a prisoner has escaped several times. 
QUESTION: Gianantonio Zanetti, like others, just by way of example, wa« 
arrested in Rome this summer, was immediately sent to Asinara, yet had 


never attempted to escape: he is still in Asinara. 


ANSWER: It may well be that some orders came down from the prison au- 
thorities; the people I have to answer to are responsible. 


QUESTION: Piccioni, 5 days after he was captured; Sivieri, a com- 
rade from Milan; Giovanni Gentile Schiavone -- the papers say that 
he was tranferred from Palmi to Asinara. Why was that? 


ANSWER: I don't know. There are guidelines...maybe by accident... 
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QUESTION: But you said that Asinara is for the most dangerous of the 
dangerous, and that you would rather keep it below capacity. 


ANSWER: I assigned 36 cells, and it may be that some of them have been 
dec lassified. 


QUESTION: Declassified after assignment to Asinara? Name two. 
ANSWER: I can't remember any. 


QUESTION: In other words you found no evidence of maltreatment | of 
prisoners! at Asinara or of mass torture at Nuoro after the battle... 


ANSWER: No. There were no suspects. 


QUESTION: You found nothing. For instance in the latest Roman case, 
when comrade Iannelli was subjected to torture, held in an apartment 
and beaten and tortured for . days... 


ANSWER: I know nothing about it. 


QUESTION: You must have found out something about it to make you de- 
cide to send him to the clinic center. 


ANSWER: That was the regular clinic report. I was later informed of 
the police steps to have him hospitalized outside the prison. 


QUESTION: Do you mean that with respect to capture, which is now a 
routine part of the war the military are waging against the revolution- 
ary forces, you have no authority or jurisdiction? You find them af- 
ter the fact,  rrested, beaten, tortured, held in barracks, in cellars, 
or some ano’ mous apartment, but they do not concern you, they are not 
worth investigating. 


ANSWER: I cannot do so: that would be outside my jurisdiction. 


QUESTION: You are an accomplice in these things. We charge you openly 
with being such, with covering them up and with allowing them to hap- 
pen. Your official duties have to do with assignments, transfers, and 
treatment of prisoners, and it is obvious that you don't want to talk 
about treatment. 


ANSWER: Yes, but treatment is a matter of thousands of little chan- 
nels. 


QUESTION: Precisely, and differentiated into a thousand little chan- 
nels. You say that screening is done only to guarantee maximum secu- 
rity, and you refuse to admit that it is also designed to annihilate 
people. We don't believe you, because you are the one, at headquarters 
level, who is responsible for this structure and for the treatment of 
prisoners in it. 











The Maximum Security Prisons 

QUESTION: Did you make contact with |...] at Palmi? : 

ANSWER: He came to Rome a couple of times. I talked to him by tele- 
phone during periods of tension, for instance just recently about the 
lack ot tables in the cells -- he kept me abreast of the situation. 


QUESTION: How are inside and outside security organized? Are there 
carabinieri inside? 


ANSWER: Regular police patrol inside the grounds, and the carabinieri 
patrol in jeeps around the wall. 


QUESTION: Does Bureau XII -- Carabiniere coordination -- have special 
or different responsibilities with regard to Palmi? 


ANSWER: The responsibilities are always the same. 


QUESTION: You said that Palmi was assigned a special function in the 
screening and segregation process. 


ANSWER: There is where the biggest communist leaders were concentrated. 


QUESTION: Was that a specific decision from the time it was built? 
Who made the decision? 


ANSWER: I think, Altavista was there, maybe he made the decision with 


QUESTION: On what occasion did you talk with ...? Did he have a room 
at the ministry, too, like ....? 


ANSWER: Yes, of course. (...)| used to meet with people at his own 
level, at a high level. 


QUESTION: What instructions did they give you for Palmi? 

ANSWER: The Director General said that that type of institution | words 
missing) and that that type of prisoner, the big guns in the BR, PL, 
and NAP, had to be sent there. 

QUESTION: How did you go about picking the first 60 people? 


ANSWER: A little bit from memory, I don't know... The carabinieri made 
some instructional lists. 


QUESTION: And did they let you have them? 
ANSWER: I don't remember. Maybe they did. 


QUESTION: So the carabinieri sent you the lists: how did they get them 
to you? 
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or I told you already that these contacts were always at the 
Leese, level. 


QUBSTION: Did they |...] come through Bureau XII? 

ANSWER: I don't recall exactly, it may be that |...] gave them to me. 
QUESTION: But you think it was the carabinieri who made them? 

ANSWER: Well, who else could make them? 

QUESTION: Why couldn't [...] make them? 


ANSWER: It isn't that he had any specific knowledge of the prisoners 
belonging to the various "factiona." 


QUESTION: You mean that the carabinieri have a better knowledge of the 
prisoners? 


ANSWER: I think they do. 

QUESTION: And you followed instructions to the letter, yet you didn't 
notice that some of these prisoners were still awaiting trial, whereas 
others had already been sentenced? 


ANSWER: Palmi is a court prison, so there might also be others await- 
ing trial there. 


QUESTION: Did you countersign? 

ANSWER: No, Altavista countersigned. 

QUESTION: av the carabinieri level, who was directly concerned? 
ANSWER: _...J. 


QUESTION: How did you manage to carry out all the transfers in a single 
day? 


ANSWER: That is the carabiniere's job. 


QUESTION: Does that mean that there was close coordination between 
your office and the carabinieri? 


ANSWER: Obviously I informed them through ....), who I believe then 
told («++ J. 


QUESTION: How did you set up subsequent assignments? On your own? 
Or did you get further orders? 


ANSWER: There were occasional assignments, because maximum capacity 
had been reached. 











QUESTION: You tell me that in the discrimination circuit the two 
most segregated prisons were Palmi and Asinara. Why Asinara? 


ANSWER: Asinara for security reasons. Logistically it is believed one 
of the tightest because it's on an island. 


QUESTION: For what type of prisoner? 


ANSWER: The most dangerous, those who have led prison breaks, intro- 
duced contraband objects (!), or been involved in riots. 


QUESTION: With whom did you settle transfers to Asinara? We understand 
that ever since Altavista's death it was you who had full authority to 
make such decisions because ... counted for little or nothing, and for 
the last month you have actually done it all yourself. So while on 
Palmi it's the carabinieri who give you suggestions, when it comes to 
Asinara you decide entirely on your own. On what support base? 


ANSWER: Obviously, on the basis of the prisoners' threat rating, I 
would make the evaluation on the basis of precedents. 


QUESTION: What criterion did you follow in assigning prisoners to Mes- 
Sina? What do you think of that prison? 


ANSWER: It's a maximum security prison for women, women conviced of 
terrorist acts. 


QUESTION: The same criteria you use for Palmi. The most visible peo- 
ple? 


ANSWER: Yes. There are very few cells, and not much room to walk 
around in. The most dangerous women are sent there, the rest go to sec- 
tions of various other prisons. 

QUESTION: Do you favor some of them? 

QUESTION: If you look at the overall prison structure, there are some more 
secure than others: Brindisi, Bari, Lecce, Reggio Calabria, Pisa, 
Perugia. 


QUESTION: For women, then, you follow the standard for putting the most 
dangerous at Messina, and scattering the others around. 


ANSWER: We don't scatter them. It's a necessity. 

QUESTION: Have you had problems with Messina? 

ANSWER: There have been some protest demonstrations. 

QUESTION: How did you handle them? 

ANSWER: We made whatever concessions we could to demands for better 


food, conversations, socializing. 
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QUESTION: Why do these concessions come only after struggle action? 


ANSWER: The directors sometimes put a strict interpretation on prison 
reform; if you spot this kind of interpretation, then yuu take steps. 


QUESTION: Still it takes concerted prisoner action. Prisoner strug- 


gies have ‘ed to something. You didn't make concessions, you were 
forced to make them. 


Lees 


QUESTION: How many cells has Trani? 

ANSWER: 100 or 120. 

QUESTION: Do you consider Trani a particularly secure prison? 
ANSWER: It's a new prison, built to modern standards... 
QUESTION: Is it a calm prison? 


ANSWER: Every now and then there are rumors of attempted escapes, but 
on the whole there are no big problems. 


QUESTION: Why is there such high turnover at Trani? Why so many 
transfers? 


ANSWER: Obviously there were reports, often from the warden, of dan- 
ger... 





QUESTION: It looks to us as though it works like a decompression cham- 
ber, more th . anything else, where you let things cool off... 


ANSWER: (.... 

QUESTION: How many cells has Fossombrone? 

ANSWER: Around 120. 

QUESTION: It has never given you trouble? 

ANSWER: Sporadic, isolated incidents. We have recommende ' staff 
be on guard against kidnaping, because the most serious inc ©.2' ve have 
had there involved police kidnapings. 

QUESTION: The latest episode was a prisoner strike action: over what? 
ANSWER: They didn't want to go to Asinara. 

QUESTION: Who took action at the headquarters level? 


ANSWER: We kept an eye on it, |...] and I. 
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QUESTION: Who was in charge of it at the local level? 


ANSWER: FF; -- I don't remember his name, | chee but I don't know 
if he made it to Rome in time. 


QUESTION: At the same time, there was the uprising at Volterra, and 
you reacted quite differently: at Fossombrone you put down the rising 
very swiftly, and made some concessions; at Volterra, on the contrary, 
there was vacillation, an effort to put the rising down with tough tac- 
tics. Who was monitoring Volterra? 


ANSWER: The minister was monitoring it himself because it is a big 
prison and there was a whole section of 60 prisoners rebelling. 


[..] 
QUESTION: What guidelines did you follow? 


ANSWER: The negotiations guidelines: they were demanding to be sent 
anywhere but to Asinara. 


QUESTION: Are conditions at Volterra those of a maximum security prison? 
ANSWER: Structurally it is a very safe prison: it's a fortress. 


QUESTION: How do you single out the very dangerous people from their 
dossiers? 


ANSWER: There's the "maximum security" flag. 

QUESTION: Did you ever see the classification stamps the fascist police 
used to use, or the files in the central archives stamped "communist," 
or "dangerous," and so on? Who is |... ]? 


ANSWER: |... | 


QUESTION: The guidelines for assignment to Cuneo? 
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ANSWER: The usual: prisoners from the North were sent through there. 


QUESTION: What is the capacity at Novara? 
ANSWER: Eighty. 


QUESTION: Why is it common knowledge among working-class prisoners 
that Novara is the equivalent of Asinara, for "common people" who 
ere militant? 


ANSWER: No reason that I know of. It is a secure prison, properly 
run. 


QUESTION: You haven't even any knowledge, since it was opened, of the 
mock executions, and now lately and more frequently than elsewhere, 

of beatings administered by the handful of bully-boys known as the 
infamcus "squadretta"? You have never heard that it is a "tough" pri- 
son? 


ANSWER: Not to my knowledge. 


eeeg 


QUESTION: What is the capacity of Pianosa? 

ANSWER: Ninety. 

QUESTION: Is Pianosa one of your strong points? 

ANSWER: Well, of course, it's an island, you know. 

QUESTION: Has it given you problems? 

ANSWER: There was a time when there was some tension there. 

QUESTION: What happened? 

ANSWER: Prisoner protests. Then last year explosives were found there. 
QUESTION: You covered up those events, though, to keep them out of the 
papers; when hacksaws and explosives were found, what was your reac- 
tion? 

ANSWER: The administration did not report them publicly. 

QUESTION: Because if you had released those facts you would have re- 
vealed that the maximum security prisons are maximum resistance, maximum 
organization prisons? That would be a defeat for you. 

ANSWER: We did not announce it because there was a trial under way and 
hence judicial secrecy was in effect, and besides if we had called in 


the reporters they would not have been satisfied with the bare facts: 
they would want all the details. 
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QUESTION: And so you dropped a curtain of silence... 


.*e 


QUBSTION: What about Ascoli Piceno: how long haa it been open? 
ANSWER: About a year now, ever since Termini Imerese was shut down. 
QUESTION : What ia the capacity of Ascoli Piceno? 

ANSWER: Sixty or so. 

QUESTION: What kind of prisoners are sent there? 

ANSWER: Only common criminals. 


QUESTION: How does it happen that you screened only for common crimi- 
nals? Was that mere chance? 


ANSWER: No, it was a decision by the director general. 


QUESTION: What was the point of setting up a prison solely for screened 
common criminals? 


ANSWER: It was an experiment, designed to find out what would happen 
if we screened out all the politicals. 


QUESTION: What sort of “common criminal" must go to Ascoli? 


ANSWER: Prisoners with long sentences, and the usual warnings about 
their being dangerous. 


QUESTION: In other words, Ascoli today is the Palmi for "common cri- 
minals"? 


ANSWER: Yes. They take care not to send political prisoners there. 
QUESTION: Just what was this experiment supposed to tell you? 


ANSWER: Whether that (screening, would be desirable from the point of 
view of governability. 


QUESTION: What do you mean by governability? 


ANSWER: Keeping the inmates quiet, without any disturbances of any 
kind... .«..But then this business was not my decision. 


QUESTION: All you did was to apply the decision faithfully. Are those 
"common Criminals" who get involved in uprisings and become politicized 
sent to Ascoli? 


ANSWER: Yes, we send them there too. 
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QUESTION: Sinee you opened that prison, has it been easy to run? 
ANSWER: Yes}; experiments, of course, have to be long-term things... 


QUESTION: You said it was a new prison. What are the security stan- 
dards? 


ANSWER: There is a sound wall surrounding the entire prison, plus an 
inner wall, and individual cells holding several inmates. 


eee 


ANSWER: I don't know if he made any findings... 


QUESTION: The warden is paid by the government to make sure that the 
prisoner is rebabilitated, made ready to find his place in society 
again, sad all those things you tell me. 


ANSWER: But if the guard personnel do illegal things, they are not 
about to run and tell the warden about itl 


QUESTION: Did they have to make a report so that he could see Dorigo 
or the others that had been beaten until the blood ran? If prisoners 
begin to talk with the warden, the warden would be in a position to 
know what was going on inside the prison. 


ANSWER: If the prisoners tell him. Maybe they don't even trust him, 
and so they say nothing. 


YUESTION: So the warden knows nothing, because the prevailing climate 
is one of terror and mistrust! 


ANSWER: The warden may confine himself to looking after the basic ser- 
vices, such as the kitchen, or staff. 


QUESTION: You still insist that you were never aware that abuses were 
being committed at Asinara _..._+ Look: we're not blaming you just 
for Asinara. Asinara is just a small part of what we blame you for, 
by comparison with all the rest. You cannot get off merely by claiming 
"IT didn't know." |... 


ANSWER: But, obviously, he was replaced, so something was evaluated. 


QUESTION: Obviously you are covering up things higher up, because 
Asinara is not merely the pest-hole _..., built, but the result of a 
polic -level determination to find so high a point of deterrence. So 
this is what you are covering up  ....-. 


YVUESTION: You mentioned the differences between prison directors, on 
the basis of seciority and grade. How does it happen that, as you have 
told us, all the wardens at maximum security prisons are young, not one 
with a higher grade or longer seniority than would qualify them as "“war- 
den"? How does it happen that you appoint people to run the prisons 
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you yourself tell us are of critical importance, calling for apecial 
political and technical executive abilities, who are very young, just 
atarting out on the lowest rung of the career ladder? 


ANSWER: For a senior official who is well advanced in his career suoh 
an assignment is a bother, a big one. Certainly it is not a plum. 


feeed 
ANSWER: That was the only instance. 


QUESTION: It was the only one, but also the first. You made an uncom- 
fortable post seem desirable. 


ANSWER: |...] was promoted in Altavista's time. 


QUESTION: It's a shame that Altavista is dead: you blame everything 
on him... It's a race between us and naturel 


ANSWER: No, I didn't blame him, I was objective. Of course I cannot 
take the blame for things... 


QUESTION: Getting back to _...], in short, his promotion stirred ambi- 
tion in the others. People are not eager to take over running a maxi- 
mum security prison? 


ANSWER: Some of them are uncomfortable, isolated, and dangerous... 


QUESTION: Dangerous even though the revolutionary forces have not hit 
many at that level. Traversi was the only one who got what he deserved 
»+» These young wardens: how did you select them? It seems peculiar 
for a ministry to set up a super-secure system, and then be forced to 
man it with officials at the lowest level. 


ANSWER: It might be a contradiction, a difficulty in finding more se- 
nior people. 


Treatment of 'Penitents' 


QUESTION: Let's look now at those you treat well, those you call the 
repentant ones. Spies, reprobates, and so on. What do you say? 


ANSWER: When this phenomenon first surfaced, Altavista reached an un- 
derstanding with the various judiciary authorities that they would do 

it and say nothing about it...then this order was followed by [...] too, 
so that it was the prison authorities who cast about for the most sui- 
table prison. 


QUESTION: So you had nothing to do with assignments? How do you manage 
to decide that Peci goes to Pescara rather than somewhere else? 


ANSWER: The only two cases are those of Peci and Fioroni, who had been 
screened out earlier. 
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QUESTION: Whose decision was it to send them to that particular prison 
(to Pescara)? 


ANSWER: I don't know: it must have been a request from the prison au- 
thorities. 


QUESTION: \nd you countersigned it. 


ANSWER: I believe so, but at the time it was the director general who 
endorsed such requests. 


QUESTION: Why did he choose Pescara, and not some other prison? 

ANSWER: I don't know. The prison authorities sent a message asking 

that he be held in a prison not too far from the venue of ene trial, 

that would guarantee his security. 

QUESTION: But the trial was held in Turin..., is Pescara close to Turin? 
ANSWER: It's not far. 


QUESTION: The moment he was arrested, Peci was sent to Cuneo. Why? 


ANSWER: Because everything that happens in Piedmont comes down to 
Cuneo and Novara. 


QUESTION: And then? 
ANSWER: Idon't know. 
QUESTION: You must know. You're the one who countersigns. 


ANSWER: ... I may have briefed the prosecution...he went to Pescara 
because it was believed to be a secure facility. 


YUESTION: Secure against what? Because you thought Peci would . 
escape?! 


ANSWER: «..-partly to protect him from the other prisoners. 


QUESTION: So the first concern about Peci was not that he might es- 
cape, but to protect him; what orders did you give? 


ANSWER: To guard him with particular attention... to keep him isolated. 
QUESTION: How many prisoners are you holding at Pescara? 


ANSWER: None... except there are the common criminals. There is a 
holding section and a criminal one. 


QUESTION: Which one is Peci in? 


ANSWER: I don't know -- perhaps the isolation section or the transit 
section -- I don't know. 
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QUESTION: So the first order was to keep him isolated, and then what 
other orders did you give? 


ANSWER: To make sure he waan't attacked. 


UESTION: Where did the suggestion that he be sent to Pescara come 
rom? From the carabinieri or from the court authorities? 





ANSWER: Those are contacts at the director general's level. 

QUESTION: They always say that you make a plan to transfer people (for 
trial) and to have them brought back to their original place of con- 
finement. 

ANSWER: For people under indictment, not when they go to teatify. 
QUESTION: And where did he sleep? 

ANSWER: I don't know. 

QUESTION: What do you mean, you don't know? 


ANSWER: They are taken directly to prison...conveyance to prison is a 
carabinieri job. 


QUESTION: If he was committed to a prison you must know about it. 
ANSWER: He might have been conveyed directly. 

QUESTION: You mean he didn't sleep... That means that for Peci there 
was a special order for treatment that was out of your hands, that his 


was a special case. 


ANSWER: That happens to other prisoners when they are to appear before 
4a magistrate close to the prison in which they are confined. 


QUESTION: But this was certainly not a case of the nearest prison. 
Where did you put the other heinous criminals? 


ANSWER: The only one I know is Fioroni. 
QUESTION: What about Sandalo? 
ANSWER: I don't know. I lost sight of him. 


QUESTION: Where is he? Sandalo is nowhere to be found in the prison 
system? Have you already released him? 


ANSWER: I don't know where he wound up, all I know is when he came to 
Rome to testify before the committee investigating the Donat Cattin 
case. 


QUESTION: Where did he go afterwards? Back to where he was before? 
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ANSWER: I don't know. 


QUESTION: You are in charge of the assignment and transfer section, 
and you don't know where a prisoner is? 


ANSWER: I told you that these are very high-level contacts. 


QUESTION: You no longer know whether or not Sandalo is somewhere in 
the prison system, you can't even tell me that he is? 


ANSWER: I don't know where he is. 

QUESTION: He was arrested 2 whole months ago. So Sandalo was arres- 
ted in April, and here it is June, but you still don't know where Sandalo 
ia? 

ANSWER: No. 

QUESTION: Right now? It is 8 months since April, which means we can't 
still be in the arrest period, and you still don't know where Sandalo 
is? 

ANSWER: I don't know. 

QUESTION: Is this a regular occurrence or not? 

ANSWER: It has been known to happen. 

QUESTION: Is it a regular occurrence? 

ANSWER: In «ce cases the prison authorities, with authorization in 
turn from p -ple in authority within the prison system, find that for 


security reasons one may deviate from a regulatory rule. 


QUESTION: So here we have a clear breach of regulations: just what 
would these security reasons be? 


ANSWER: Security reasons -- keeping anyone from discovering the pri- 
soner's whereabouts. 


QUESTION: Why? 
ANSWER: To avoid reprisals. 


QUESTION: Reprisals, you say: if they tell you where he is you may 
be the target of reprisals, is that it? 


ANSWER: They don't tell me! Telling anybody sets off a whole lot of 
machinery, and all this sort of thing can lead to leaks of information. 
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QUESTION: So we have already seen that for some people who are arresa- 
ted it turns out that the arrested person becomes a hostage to the one 
who arrested him, and that nobody else knows where he is, except maybe 
the organization that captured him, or ordered his arrest. We have 
seen that for certain special prisoners, the ones who show remorse, 

the infamous traitors, the rules are actually broadened, eased, and 
this anonymity lasts not merely 20 to 30 days, but as long as 8 monthas. 
Is this true? You tell me again yourself: you don't know where San- 
dalo is? 


ANSWER: No. No. 


QUESTION: And you say this this is an exception, an exception made 
for security reasons? 


ANSWER: For security reasons. 

QUESTION: You cannot even tell me if Sandalo is being held in any pri- 
son... Yet you have a switchboard that can put you into instant commu- 
nication with any prison. 

ANSWER: But these are kept secret. 

QUESTION: Kept secret from the man in charge? 

ANSWER: Certainly. 

QUESTION: What about Viscardi? And Barbone? Where are they? 


ANSWEF: I don't know. I know where only three of therm are: Fioroni, 
Peci, and Paghera. 


QUESTION: Where is Paghera being held? 
ANSWER: He should be at San Gimignano. 


QUESTION: Only three individuals, only three dirty traitors -- you 
know where they were assigned, you can put your finger on them, but 
you know nothing about the others, nobody tells you anything. If 
somebody calls you at the ministry and asks you wher® such and such a 
person is, what do you tell them? 


ANSWER: I ask them to tell me what jurisdiction be belongs to and then 
I get in touch with that jurisdiction for information. 


QUESTION: Let's suppose I call up and ask you about Sandalo; will 
you tell me he is being held in a prison? 


ANSWER: Since I have received no indication of his release, I assume 
he is still being held. 


QUESTION: You assume, because you are not sure of that. 


ANSWER: I don't know. 
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QUESTION: Are you sure or not? 

ANSWER: I don't know. 

QUESTION: He might not be in prison? 

ANSWER: Well, I don't know. We'd have heardif he had been released. 
QUESTION: How would you have known? 

ANSWER: The press would have got wind of it. 


QUESTION: Yet you cannot tell me for certain that he is being held 
in some prison? 


ANSWER: No, I cannot say for sure. 

QUESTION: Do you have some suspicions? 
ANSWER: No, no. 

QUESTION: That he wound up somewhere? 
ANSWER: No, I don't know what became of him. 


QUESTION: How do you explain that, since one of the duties of your of- 
fice is to decide on prison assignments and prisoner transfers, as 
well as prisoner treatment? 


ANSWER: An exception was ordered from _...) for security reasons. 


QUESTION: Th’ order from _....| was not the same as the first one. 
Did they as you for this new one when you took over the situation? 
Who told you about it? 


ANSWER: Probably no one. I don't know. 


QUESTION: He is actually more ignorant than you are. _.... stepping 
in on a Situation like this one, he would have asked for information, 
would have been briefed? By whom? 


ANSWER: Information about what? 


QUESTION: About the prison system. The main problem in Italy today, 
according to the press, and according to what you say yourself, he 
would have beer briefed on this. He would have been briefed by the 
person who gave him the job. 


Question: At your level, the top level, national headquarters, chef 
de cabinet, did you ever talk about this problem? You were never 
briefed about anything, and you simply went on quietly tending your 
garden without setting foot into this field: why? Because you were 
afraid of stepping on toes? 
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ANSWER: Well, that field was off limits to me, and so I stayed away 
from it. 


QUESTION: Do you have orders in writing, warning you away? 
ANSWER: You don't need written orders... 


QUESTION: How did they tell you it was off limits? Did they tele- 
phone you? 


ANSWER: No, they didn't call me. The director general made the de- 
cision. Altavista. 


QUESTION: Ali this business has been going on ever ince Altavista's 
day? What did Altavista tell you, in so many words 


ANSWER: That for these special prisoners it would be better not to 
let it be known where they were being held, and that the court autho- 
rities would handle it. 

QUESTION: And it would be well if you didn't know either? 

ANSWER: But I keep telling you, it wasn't I, personally, who knew 
about it, it was the whole office, and so when a case goes into a par- 
ticular system then it's easy to get news leaks. 


QUESTION: Since that phenomenon was still fairly limited in good old 
Altavista's time, it seems to have multiplied lately... 


ANSWER: It may be that with _...] this arrangement was emphasized by 
somebody. 


QUESTION: You don't know whether it was emphasized, but you say you 
think it must have been. 


ANSWER: Then it must have been emphasized again later on. 


QUESTION: This idea of setting aside a special prison for repentant 
prisoners: did you discuss it at all? 


ANSWER: I think the director general _..., mentioned it, in coordina- 
tion with the carabinieri....It's still under study. 


QUESTION: But the attitude toward the idea: positive or negative? 
ANSWER: I think they decided to study it in more depth. 


QUESTION: Why do you think they want to concentrate all these spe- 
cial prisoners in one place? 
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ANSWER: I don't know that they want to concentrate them; (in favor) 
there is the fact that concentrating these prisoners would involve a 
concentration of security measures; (against it) is the riskiness of 
the objective itself... it would be easy to identify the prison, whereas 
if they were diluted... 


QUESTION: What is the policy with regard to the repentant prisoners? 
Specificaliay, how do they plan to use them vis-a-vis the militant move- 
ment and the prisoner proletariat? 


ANSWER: That is a matter for the court authorities. 


QUESTION: It's your problem, too, bb « .wse the ministry has to work 
through a series of cogs and wheels, some big, some little, but all of 
them turning; it wouldn't work at all if, at certain levels like 
yours, conflicts and contradictions arose, such as, for instance: that 
one has repented of his evil ways, out he has nevertheless been convic- 
ted ot serious crime and in any case is to be considered a high risk, 
and then you take it upon yourself to send him to a special prison. So 
they have certainly involved you in this whole problem. 


ANSWER: It's not a question of taking it upon myself, because there is 
always an order from higher up... when you trace it back you may find 

a policy decision for which the minister is the channel. The minister 
makes a finding, and I certainly cannot challenge it. 


QUESTION: In other words, you would have been made a tool, so to speak? 
ANSWER: I am used in a specific role... but when there are general 
problems that go beyond that role, then I am bypassed... for instance 
on that strategy applied to this type of prisoner. 

QUESTION: su mean the fact of special treatment for these infamous 
traitors; so you accept it, it is a fact, and you say that it is a 
strategy. 

ANSWER: There must be a standard for treatment, it must be chosen. 
QUESTION: You have no voice in such choices? And you don't even try 
to get to the bottom of them. That would be your duty, just as it was 
your duty to get the word about Asinara. If you were to find out that 
Peci was in Latin America, wouldn't you feel partly responsible? 


ANSWER: No, because it would have been a policy decision that sent 
him there. 


QUESTION: What do you think of deratization? 

ANSWER: From your point of view it makes sense. 

QUESTION: And from your point of view? 

ANSWER: From our point of view... our... according to the comments 


by Lee. we must admit this information... the information given us 
by these prisoners who are repentant. 
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QUESTION: Then this is the source of special treatment for the "peni- 
tenti"...you keep them out of the reach of those who would mete out 
justice to them. Isn't the fact that several infiltrators and spies 
have already been dealt with a problem for you? 


ANSWER: I have no information about the Nuoro people. 

QUESTION: The tacts are that one of them had always been a spy, and 
that the other was a quasi-carabiniere, a man who had received a mini- 
mum sentence and who had gone to prison on the carabiniere payroll. 


ANSWER: This is not the kind of information that reaches the central 
level. 


QUESTION: This network of infiltrators, spies, and the like, which the 
carabinieri put together "with great skill": how is it designed? 


ANSWER: I should be very curious to know. 


QUESTION: Was it designed by the carabiniere's telling you, "Send me 
this one, and then that one," etc.? 


ANSWER: I don't deny that I may be bypassed in the process for other 
reasons, but without involving me at all. 


QUESTION: There is a whole slice of the prison administration, then, 
that you no longer have any control over. 


ANSWER: It is out of my control because it is within the police au- 
thority's bailiwick. 


QUESTION: This is in conflict with the separation of powers. 

ANSWER: When special needs arise. 

QUESTION: You mean that the police power has grown recently? 

ANSWER: If the police authorities tell me to transfer a prisoner I 
must transfer him; then if I want to transfer him and I don't get the 
approval from the police, he stays where he is. 


QUESTION: Even so, the police authorities might not tell you! 


ANSWER: It's better not to tell me, because that information passes 
through a great many hands. 


QUESTION: Are you telling me that the police authorities do not trust 
their colleagues in the magistracy who have administrative functions? 
Do you have Sandalo's file? 


ANSWER: No. 
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QUESTION: That is a felony. You saben to the central headquarters. 
ANSWER: There is no rule that says I must hold all files. 
QUESTION: What if somebody were to raise a question in parliament? 


ANSWER: 1 would appeal to the head of the secretariat, he would ap- 
peal to the ‘director general, and he in turn would appeal to the police 
authorities. 


QUESTION: This is clearly something very remarkable: the police au- 
thorities take away your authority over a whole class of prisoners 
who serve their interests, their war plans. The Sandalo and Barbone 
maneuvers could only have been pulled off under cover, from who knows 
where... There is no excuse for your turning a blind eye to these 
matters. 


ANSWER: I cannot challenge what my superiors decide to do. If there 
is an overriding security consideration. 


About the Committees for Struggle 


QUESTION: This enemy is the most dangerous of all, and not only because 
he tries to escape, but because he has political potential. 


ANSWER: Actually I have never admitted people | to prison) who had any 
political Capacity. 


QUESTION: Because there is no political capacity in preparing and 
pulling off an escape? 


ANSWER: Bu’ 1 look at this from the technical point of view. 


QUESTION: Then what you consider from the technical angle has a poli- 
tical significance because you yourself said -- and this is where you 
contradict yourself -- that the decision to set up maximum sucurity 
prisons was made at the policy level, didn't you? Because the problem 
of annihilating, destroying the active hostility of a class that 
fights on the outside and continues to fight on the inside is a poli- 
tical problem? And then you reduce it to the level of individuals. 


ANSWER: That's a working approach, not an attitude. It was a work- 
ing procedure. 


QUESTION: This working approach of yours, then, invents a theory of 
individual troublemakers, and sets it against a reality of a whole 
class that keeps on working, in spite of your efforts -- subtle or 
brutal -- to divide it. Just what do you, personally, think the 
Committees for Struggle are? 


ANSWER: They are loose organizations of prisoners whose purpose is to 
continue a political struggle inside the prisons. 


QUESTION: Do they exist or don't they? 
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ANSWER: It may be that they exist. 
QUESTION: What do you mean: "It may be"? 


ANSWER: I don't know: it's not that I am aware of the committee at 
Trani. 


QUESTION: Do they exist, or don't they? 


ANSWER: I believe they do. 


QUESTION: Which means that these o.e organizations the prisoner pro- 
letariat has set up for itself. What does this organization have as 
its purpose? 

ANSWER: Purposes of political struggle. 

QUESTION: What would those be? What have you found them to be? 
ANSWER: Ah, that I don't know. 


QUESTION: Since you don't know, the practices and procedures of the 
last few years haven't shown you? 


ANSWER: A struggle against the system, a struggle against the struc- 
tures. 


QUESTION: Who waged the battle of Asinara prison on 2 October? 
ANSWER: These prisoners. 

QUESTION: This organized structure. What about the other battles in 
the various Camps, Nuoro: who waged that one? So what do you call 
this organizational thrust? Is it an urgent political demand? 


ANSWER: Yes, of course it is. 


QUESTION: You see how we come back to the heart of the problem? In 
the face of this political demand, what is your attitude? 


ANSWER: No particular attitude. 

QUESTION: What do you mean, no particular attitude? What attitude? 
ANSWER: I have always considered these problems from a security angle. - 
QUESTION: All right, then: in security terms, what does it mean that 


a Committee for Struggle has been born, has been put together inside 
a prison? That there are problems there? 
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ANSWER: You have to find out if these political intentions are hardened 
into operational realities. 


QUESTION: A Committee for Struggle, though, whether or not it succeeds 
in setting up escapes, is designed to make some impact on the situation, 
Is the fact that a Committee for Struggle is formed an occurrence that 
you assess and if so, how do you evaluate it? 


ANSWER: These are not my problems, because I have been given the means 
to make things work, in terms of security: if they want me to use 
that means for other purposes, they must tell me so. 


QUESTION: Now, about those security terms: the fact that a represent a- 
tive entity, a Committee for Struggle, is formed in a prison by working- 
class inmates, it causes you no problems. What problems does it cause 
you? 


ANSWER: If it displays actual operations in the sense of plans for 
uprisings, escapes, etc., well, then... 


QUESTION: What steps do you take then? 


ANSWER: I intervene when the director shows me a specific dangerous 
Situation. 


QUESTION: What decisions are taken? 


ANSWER: What decisions are taken... if there is somebody who actually 
shows this potential for escaping, or for fomenting an uprising, that 
person is taken away. 


QUESTION: fT! «© individuals who are most... 

ANSWER: Dangerous. 

YVUESTION: What does this mean to you? Merely a question of getting 
the most dangerous men out of the prison, or breaking the internal 
struggle front by getting rid of a handful of prisoners who have helped 
put the organization together? What you try to do is not merely to 
transfer the individual, but to cut off this organization's political 
power. 

ANSWER: Well, yes, but he winds up. 

QUESTION: Does he really? 


ANSWER: In another prison where he can do the same thing. 


QUESTION: All right, but then you transfer him again out of that other 
prison. But is it really true that you achieve your goal of lowering 
the threat posed by the Committees for Struggle by transfers? 














ANSWER: but I am not the one who examines the question of the Commit- 
tees tor Struggle. I investigate the case of the individual inmate. 


QUESTION: You told me that that portion of the Committee for Struggle 
which shows the greater potential threat, the greatest capaciy. 


ANSWER: ‘ot the greatest potentials, let's get that straight. 


QUESTION: What is high-risk for you is ability and endurance to the 
working=« |ass prisoner. 


ANSWER: What I mean is that I try constantly to base my decision on 
objective factors when I order a transfer. The capacity for escape, 
the likelihood ot escape <- these are objective factors. 


Vi USTION: From the point of view of your class, your objective factors 
are your ability to be a slaughterer; from our point of view the capa- 
city of the working-class prisoner is his capacity to build politically, 
to escape. We can never reach an understanding on this. What to us 

is the capacity and will to struggle, for you is tantamount to high-risk, 
and on the basis of that high risk factor you try to destroy the Commit- 
tees for Struggle. Is that true? 


ANSWER: From your point ot view. 


QUESTION: In the case of a particularly aggressive Committee for Strug- 
gle, you said, that is preparing to do this or that on the basis.... 


ANSWER: I did not mention Committees for Struggle. Action is always 
concerned only with the individual prisoner. 


QUESTION: Yes, that's clear. 
ANSWER: In any case, the guidelines here are clear. 


QUESTION: Even so, you told me that as soon as a Committee for Strug- 
ale demonstrates that it can make an impact on the internal situation 
you would have to take steps, you and your superiors together, and in 
this case you pick out the high-risk individuals: have you ever done 
that? 


ANSWER: In those terms, no. I have done it only when the director 
made a recommendation tor transter. Then I would evaluate it, and if 
I agreed that that prisoner did in fact represent a high risk as a 
single individual, then I transferred him. 


WUESTION: If, as you say, the Committees for Struggle press political 
demands, why don't you give them the political space they need to make 
their programs known”? Why, if the Committees for Struggle write a pro- 
clamation, is it never made public? Why do you prohibit any contact 
with the outside by the Committees for Struggle? 


ANSWER: Contact with the outside? With whom? 
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QUESTION: For example, we hear nothing about Committee tor Struggle 
programs, yet we know that they have them. 


ANSWER: I wouldn't know about that. Obviously, the wardens stop them. 
QUESTION: You wouldn't stop them, though? 


ANSWER: Once it were ascertained that they were criminal in content it 
would be my duty to stop them. 


QUESTION: But in a Committee for Struggle program there would only be 
felonious content because, for one thing, one non-negotiable point in 
their program will inevitably be release. 


ANSWER: li there is telonious content, any official of the state has 
the power and the obligation to prevent the commission of felonies. 


YVUESTION: that makes it automatic. So the whole thing becomes an ef- 
fort to deny the existence of the Committees for Struggle, not merely 
to stop their ftunctioning..., to stop them from publicizing their pro- 
crams, but actually to deny the existence of the Committees for Strug- 
wle. Do you admit this? 

ANSWER: No, because if they are purely political statements, free of 
incitement to crime, free of instigation to armed struggle against the 
State. 

QUESTION: A more specific question: According to you, do the Proleta- 
rian Prisoners in the regular and special prisons engage in struggle 
or do they not? 


ANSWER: Yo rave to look at what they are struggling for. 


VUESTION: Do they or do they not struggle? Are there struggles? Do 
they accept your type of organization or do they challenge it? 


ANSWER: There are some who accept it and some who challenge it. 
OUESTION: Why is there a whole slice of them who don't? 

ANSWER? That is as may be. 

YUESTION: Is there or isn't there? 

ANSWER: | believe there is. 

JUESTION: Was the battle in Asinara a rejection? 


ANSWER: Obviously they don't accept it. 


QUESTION; There it is. Now how do you explain the fact that the Pri- 
soner Proletariat goes on fighting in spite of the kind of organization 








you have adopted, in sapite of the kind of organization that led to the 
establishment of two separate kinds of system, ordinary and special? 

I should like to know why you think that, in spite of all this, the 
Prisoner Proletariat keeps on fighting? 


ANSWER: Evidently since, not having achieved their objectives, they 
keep struggling. 


QUESTION: And what do you think the Prisoner Proletariat's objectives 
are? 


ANSWER: There might be any number of them; they might be compound; 
they might be all sorts of things... 


QUESTION: Would you try to list some of them for me? 


ANSWER: Improvement in prison living conditions, perhaps rejection 
of the prevailing system today -- there are a lot of then. 


QUESTION: The watchword in the latest struggles has been to shut down 
Asinara, whatever it takes. 


ANSWER: That's an objective, too. 
QUESTION: And why do you think they want to achieve that objective? 


ANSWER: Obviously they think prison conditions are deplorable and so 
they don't want to wind up in that particular prison. 


QUESTION: Doesn't that sound to you like a watchword that the whole of 
the Prisoner Proletariat would agree on? 


ANSWER. Yes, yes. 
QUESTION: Haven't events proved that to you? 


ANSWER: One might also assume that they believe it is one of the tigh- 
test of the maximum security prisons. 


QUESTION: Doesn't it seem to you that events in Nuoro and Asinara have 
proved that your efforts to divide political from common criminals have 
not worked? How many common criminals were involved in the Nuoro up- 
rising? Were most of those involved common criminals or political cri- 
minals? 


ANSWER: I don't know. No, because I don't know the mix there. 


QUESTION: That day you said you spent with others setting up the trans- 
fer atter the uprising. Surely you remember that? 


ANSWER: I didn't do any screening to see how many were common criminals 
and how many were politicals. 


67 








QUESTION: That struggle was waged jointly by both classes of prisoners. 
What does that mean to you? 





ANSWER: Clearly the regular prisoners recognized that the others' de- 
mands were right. 


QUESTION: 0 the ordinary prisoners have the same objectives as the 
politicals? 


ANSWER: In that Case. 

QUESTION: How do you explain that? 

ANSWER: I'd have to be a sociologist, or a politician. The politicals 
would merely have to spread the notion of abolition of prison, and of 


course everybody in prison would think it an excellent idea. 


QUESTION: But why should everybody in prison think it an excellent idea 
to abolish prison? 


ANSWER: Well, in this particular case there was that particular mix. 
QUESTION: Doesn't it demonstrate the bankruptcy of your entire stra- 
teay? The Palmi strategy, for instance, the trick of Segregating the 
politicals trom the common criminals, what we call discrimination. 


ANSWER: It may well be that in this case that line proved wanting. 


QUESTION: Meaning that then you had to make it more sophisticated, 
make the surgeon's hand a little more skillful. 


ANSWER: If .ou torece me to reply, I believe that is the answer. 
QUESTION: But doesn't it look to you to be more deeply rooted now than 
ever, this whole body of ideas in the minds of the Prisoner Proletariat, 
this determination to abolish prison, this determination to escape, 


this right to treedom? Doesn't it seem to you that it has already 

taken root in most of the Prisoner Proletariat? And so sooner or later 
all your efforts at more or less scientific screening are doomed to 
fail, to come to naught against this fact of the Proletariat that is 
organizing, that is building its mass structures? Or are you still 
convinced that the approach you are taking is the best? From your point 
ot view, not ours. Are there no flaws in it? Has it proved efficient 
and adequate? Try to assess it over the 2 years since you joined the 
ministry? 


ANSWER: Since you would force me to evaluate it, I cannot see it. 
[These are matters that call for careful study. 


QUESTION: Since I believe that you are not without brains, that you 
are an administrator keenly aware of your sins, well aware of what 

you do, I believe that you have already weighed this question. Come 
on, now: look at the record. You said that ‘00 dangerous prisoners 
are now concentrated in the maximum security prisons. You have devoted 
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2 to 3 years to this operation. What happened after all that time? 
The prison system has not been pacified: true or false? Do you 
consider it pacified? 


ANSWER: No, clearly there have been these cases..., pacification has 
been disproven. 


QUESTION: Is pacification one of your objectives? 


ANSWER: The fundamental objective of the special prison system was 
security. 


QUESTION: Pacitication was also a fundamental objective too, though? 
Yes? Or no? 


ANSWER: Yes, yes. 


QUESTION: Then the events of these past few years have demonstrated 
that pacification is feasible? 


ANSWER: But this is all a huge problem that is involved with the fun- 
damental problems of the nation. The prisons aren't the only problem 
we have in Italy. 


QUESTION: Would you please explain that carefully? 


ANSWER: You have to see whether there is pacification in the state 
before you even try for pacification in the prisons. 


QUESTION: Which is to say? 


ANSWER: The prison system, all our institutions are a reflection of 
society. 


QUESTION: And so... 


ANSWER: And so there are problems that must be studied: you can't 
just make a blanket evaluation on the basis of prisoners. 


QUESTION: They are nothing more than a reflection: what does that 
mean? 


ANSWER: The state oft ferment you see in society is to be found in the 
prisons as well, as it is in the schools and in the administration. 


QUESTION: So what does it mean to say that if the guerrilla war is 
not stopped outside you cannot stop the struggle inside the prisons, 
either? 


ANSWER: That might very well be an idea. 


QUESTION: I'm asking you. 
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ANSWER: Pacification in the state in general must come firat. 


QUESTION: Just which road is the state taking now to calm things 
down? 


ANSWER: That... well, it's too much for me to anawer. 

QUESTION: Try to think it through. 

ANSWER: The trend is toward trying... 

QUESTION: Trying to do what? 

ANSWER: To get some results. 

QUESTION: By what means? 

ANSWER: The major issue of the moral crisis might be one attempt. 


QUESTION: In what direction is the state moving with respect to paci- 
tication? 


\NSWER: The state is subject to a great many constraints, some of them 
are even economic in nature. 


QUESTION: It hasn't got enough money? 

ANSWER: We are in the midst of a depression. 

QUESTION: Which means the state cannot do what? 

ANSWER: And 4 all this of course serves to aggravate every problem. 


VLESLION: Quite right: we too believe that the structural crisis in 
which capitalism is floundering brings with it some grave problems, 
and calls for a decision. What sort of line is the state following in 
its attempts to solve the problems that have arisen and are growing 
more serious? 


ANSWER: Quite sincerely, I don't know. 


QUESTION: In your view, is the state broadening its democratic instru- 
ments? Is it conducting reforms? Does it seem to you that it has taken 
other measures? Wasn't _...+. omee in prison? Where did they put him? 

Do you know what... is doing? 


Juestion: Doesn't it look to you as if they have put military prefects 
in charge of certain cities? Doesn't it look to you as if they are 

also tollowing -- because we can never rule out the so-called democra- 
tic path -- that they are following or being forced to follow a military 
strategy? To resolve with force an irreconcilable contradiction, by 
which I mean a spreading guerrilla war? Does it look like that to you, 
or doesn't it? 
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ANSWER: Uh == well, I believe steps are being taken in that area as 
well, that things are moving. 


QUESTION: The thousands of arrests over the past few months, then: 

do these not constitute evidence of failure for this attempt to destroy 
a whole area of dissent that is fighting, that has already chosen armed 
struggle? If this is the strategy outside the prison system, inside it 
there is even more evidence of this line ofrelying on the military. 
Basically, the prison system was the first place in which imperialism 
and the Italian state gave up on the job and handed it to the military. 
They didn't know how to handle the escape problem, so they handed 
surveillance over to the military. The war strategy began with the 
prison system. fhe cost of that decision reminds us that not only does 
it not solve the problem of the ratio between guerrilla warfare and 
anti-guerrilla operations, but actually saddles the prison system with 
still more problems. Right? 


ANSWER: That might prove to be accurate. 


QUESTION: Come on! Even now, how are you handling all these monthly 
arrests? Where do you send them? 


ANSWER: They're probably all in the big prisons. 
QUESTION: But they are not a problem tor you? If they are dangerous 


elements because they have connections with the outside? What line do 
you plan to take? 


ANSWER: Thus far, the problem has not arisen. 


QUESTION: What do you mean, it hasn't arisen? What were the guidelines 
issued at the administrative level? 


ANSWER: The problem had not yet given rise to demonstrations such as 
to necessitate... 


QUESTION: fou haan't been taced with them in so tragic a fashion? 
What? Were you blind, then? Or did you already have solutions in mind? 


ANSWER: No. 
The Outlook tor the Security Prison System 


Question: About those prisoners whom you refer to as singled out: 
where do you intend to put them, since the capacity of your maximum se- 
curity prisons ranges between 750 and *0O0 inmates? 


ANSWER: In emergency situations we can use other safe prisons: Vol- 
terra, Porto Azzurro, San Gimigniano, Saluzzo, Bari, Lecce, Favignana, 
or Termini Imerese. 


QUESTION: What do they mean -- all these new prisons (Turin, Bergamo, 
Perugia, Leghorn, Florence, and all the rest of them) that are sprout- 
iing up like mushrooms? 
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ANSWER: They mean upgrading and expansion of the prison system. In 
fact, the 1977 decree instituting the maximum security prisons said: 
"until such time as the government shall have suitable structures..." 


QUESTION: Is it possible today, in your view, and in view of the cur- 
rent revolution-counter-revolution balance, that the executive might 
decide to «.ut down the maximum security system? 


ANSWER: No, because there are no other facilities that can perform 
their function. 


QUESTION: And so? 
ANSWER: And so, as these facilities are gradually created... 
QUESTION: The system is expanded. 


ANSWER: No, no! That's not the idea. The idea is to make all the 
prisons secure. 


QUESTION: Turn them all into maximum security prisons? 


ANSWER: No, turn them all into secure prisons, not maximum security 
prisons (!). The ideology is different: it is turned around; in prac- 
tice all prisons should meet security standards and above all they 
should meet the prison reform standards. 


QUESTION: In other words, you will abolish the distinction between 
regular prisons and maximum security prisons by bringing them all up to 
security standards. That's perfect! This is a real nazi-style reform 
you're talking about. The purpose is no longer to restructure a part 
of it, but t' + whole prison system -- the whole prison system must now 
atford whatever security is required. 


ANSWER: Not only must it afford security: it must also afford decent 
living conditions and comfort. 


QUESTION: Comtort? Look, if you're talking about color TV sets, we 
don't give a damn about them! You have already demonstrated that de- 
cent living conditions are incompatible with security standards... 


ANSWER: Prison regulations stipulate that inmates must have rooms to 
themselves... 


QUESTION: Rooms to themselves: exactly. And your way of interpreting 
decent living standards is to provide isolation in cells. Your model, 
im tact, is the new Florence prison, which is a kind of Italian-style 
Stammheim. Florence was to be a metropolitan reformatory of the new 
kind, built to security standards stiff enough for a brand-new super- 
modern concentration camp. I saw in a newspaper how it is built: ar- 
chitecturally, is is fairly daring -- something like an inverted funnel 
in appearance, so as to make single-cell isolation easier. There are no 











bars, your experts tell us: they have been replaced with reinforced 
concrete panels, which are more humane... 


ANSWER: But there is security! 


QUESTION: There are thin panels of reinforced concrete which are still 
more secure. You have already tested the cell security systems. I re- 
member 3 years ago the newspapers mentioned a tour of the construction 
Site by Altavista, Minervini, and Palma and some other cops who had 
gone there especially to try out a new device for opening and closing 
cells. The foundations had not even been poured, and already they were 
testing the security systems! Every bit of the construction there is 
designed for security: the ministry standard nowadays is security, 
total security... Exactly as you said. Sure, we are humanitarians, 
but we also like to hedge our bets. We are egalitarians and so what we 
create is not a system of discrimination, but a system of security, and 
it is clear that you have spelled out a standard that is exactly crimi- 
nal. 


ANSWER: It is not our doing, it is the result of a policy decision 
which is already embodied in the decree establishing the maximum secu- 
rity prison system. It is clear that if you build a prison you build 
it so that people cannot get out. Once you have security in the prison 
it becomes possible to provide humane treatment. We can never reach 
agreement, you and I, because you reject the whole prison system, the 
whole function ot prisons. 


QUESTION: That's right. Wwe reject the very idea of prisons... we want 
to destroy all prisons. 


Red Brigade Interview 
Rome L'ESPRESSO in Italian 11 Jan 51 p 70 
_Article by Mario Scialoja 


_Text Ihe Red Brigades have decided to grant an interview, and to re- 
lease a transcript of their "interrogation" of Judge Giovanni D'Urso, 
and in so doing have adopted a strategy different from the one they 
followed during the Moro kidnaping. 


At the beginning of this coverage, readers will find the text of that 
transcript as we received it. In the tollowing pages (under the head- 
line: "Noi brigatisti raccontiamo che..."), we print the transcript of 
our interview with the BR. 


How did we get this interview and the transcript of their interrogation 


otf Judge D'Urso trom the BR? It was a tairly complicated business, the 
details ot which we have ot course already reported to the police. The 
first contact between a BR "delegate" and L'ESPRESSO dates back to the 
evening ot 14 December. That evening, at 2030 hours, an unidentified 


person rang the intercom phone at the residence of our editor, Gianpaolo 
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Bultrini, announcing that he wished to speak with him on an urgent 
matter of business. Once admitted, the unidentified individual stated 
in peremptory and hurried tones that he was in a position to negotiate 
for an interview with the Red Brigades, producing as evidence a portion 
of the transcript of Judge D'Urso's interrogation and proof of its au- 
thenticity. He asked for written questions, immediately, to which 
written +e; Lies would be delivered. 


Bultrini, who is not on the terrorism beat at L'ESPRESSO, suggested 
that he get in touch with me _Mario Scialoja_, since I had been writ- 
ing about terrorism for many years and had interviewed the BR at the 
time of the Sossi kidnaping. Bultrini telephoned me and we made a 

date tor the following morning at the Canova bar on Piazza del Popolo. 
On hand with him was the unidentified messenger, who quickly laid out 
his proposal for me. At the time, I didn't attach too much credence 

to it, since I have had a lot of experience with smoke-peddlers and 
con-mer olttering "deals" of that kind. I replied, however, that I 
would need a couple of hours to write out a list of questions for the 
Red Brigades. And so we made another appointment, this time for Piazza 
San Pietro. There in front of St. Peter's, at 1400 hours, I handed the 
self-styled BR ambassador four typewritten pages containing 54 ques- 
tions [ had managed to come up with in that short time. My contact 
gave me no date or procedure for delivery of the replies. 


Nine days went by without another word. That brought us to Tuesday 
morning, 30 December, when Bultrini called me in the otfice to tell me 
he had "got some mail." He came into the newsroom with a white enve- 
lope containing 13 typewritten pages ot the questions and answers for 
the interview; 35 typewritten pages containing what the BR themselves 
styled, in an attached note, as “excerpts from the initial interroga- 


tion sessions" with D'Urso; a copy of their strategy resolution dated 


"October LO” ,° mimeographed copies of the first five pamphlets the BR 
had handed out since they had kidnaped Judge D'Urso, and, finally, 
wrapped in thin cardboard, another color photograph (margins cropped) 
o! the BR's prisoner, taken against the usual background of the red 
rlag and, in the toreground, the placard bearing the same slogans that 
nad appeared in the first photograph released immediately atter the 
kidnaping. The magistrate's tace looks far more tired and drawn than 
in the earlier picture. In place of his white shivt he is wearing a 


striped knit warmup jacket with a zipper front. 


Bultrini had received the envelope from the same unidentified messen- 
ger who had seen us ° days earlier; the man had come up to him sud- 
denly on the street, near his house, and handed him the package. 


\ tew explanations are called tor in connection with the interview: 

fhe BR did not answer all my questions and, in some instances the 
questions they did answer were not quite the same as those I had sent 
them in writing. This, along with other things, tends to give a con- 
versational tone to the interview: in other words, a question seems to 
tie in with the preceding answer. Actually, there was obviously no 








dialogue, no give and take, no real continuity between an answer and 
the question which follows it. The reason why one might get that im- 
pression is that the BR people rewrote certain questions, and fitted 
them in with their answers. 


Red Brigades Discuss Strategy 
Rome L'ESPRESSO in Italian 11 Jan 81 pp 91-98 


_Interview with members of the BR by Mario Scialoja in Rome, 19-30 
December 1980, 


_Text | For the first time, the Red Brigades speak out in real 
depth and detail of their intentions. They talk about 
the "repentant" terrorists in prison and about the Aldo 
Moro case. They hint at what they want in exchange for 
freeing D'Urso. They talk about the “internal crisis" 
in their own organization, and reject any offer of am- 
nesty. It is a chilling indictment. 


QUESTION: After Moro, D'Urso: isn't that a step backward, down from 
the "strategic level"? How do you explain it? 


ANSWER: Whyever would it be? The Moro action was part of a campaign 
of attack on the imperialist state which fell into a phase of the con- 
flict difterent from the present one. The Moro action, at the time, 
marked the culminating point in one phase of the guerrilla war: the 
armed propaganda phase. The objective then was to sink deep into the 
consciousness of the proletariat the knowledge that the armed struggle 
is necessary and strategically sound. The capture of D'Urso, unlike 
the Moro action, falls into a more advanced phase of conflict, in 
which the general order for the guerrilla war is: win over and organ- 
ize the masses on the ground of armed struggle for communism. 


QUESTION: Why do you say that the phase of conflict is more advanced? 


ANSWER: The depth of the imperialist crisis has brought out the total 
irrelevance of working-class interests to capitalist requirements. The 
restructuring at all levels now going on in Italy is pushing whole 
strata of classes over onto the ground of revolutionary struggle. [his 
state is capable of guaranteeing nothing but unemployment, super-exploi- 
tation, poverty, and prison. Not only the strategic needs, but the im- 
mediate material needs ot the working masses and the proletariat are 
being inexorably crushed and annihilated under this system, by a govern- 
ment which no longer has anything to offer, committed only to saving 
itself. The struggle which the working and proletarian masses are en- 
gaged in tor the satisfaction of their immediate needs is becoming, de 
facto, a power struggle. And that changes everything. 


QUESTION: Don't the events at FIAT, though, stand as evidence to the 
contrary? 


ANSWER: The FIAT struggle gave spontaneous and mass expression to stri- 
vings for autonomy and power that in no way indicate the end of a cycle 


75 





with all its illusions; on the contrary, it marks the beginning of a 
new cycle of struggle, kept smouldering all through the past 10 years, 
no matter how long it may be, no matter how difficult the conditions 
for its development may appear at first. For the first time in the 
recent history of the class struggle in Italy, proletarian antagonism 
was not exnressed in a fight for demands relating to union platforms, 
but in power objectives to be used against a plan for political anni- 
hilation, in a defense of the job which heightened class unity, in a 
«lass autonomy that was translated into a mass attack on the unions 
and revisionists, even when those forces had tried to ride the tiger 
the better to kill it. Only the great backwardness we must admit 
still attects the revolutionary forces blocked the immediate precipi- 
tation ot the organizational instruments that could guide and chan- 
nel the power struggle that pitted the working class at FIAT against 
the bosses. 


QUEST.ON: Briefly, then, are you saying that the masses are ready to 
make a revolution? 


ANSWER: We are not all that naive. We say that the objective and sub- 


jective conditions exist right now for a decisive transition in the 
direction ot civil war tor communism. In other words, the conditions 
are there tor the birth, out of the mass movement that is struggling 
against restructuring, of consolidated revolutionary mass organizations 
which, along with the Fighting Communist Party PCC. would constitute 


a tundamental resolve to build the armed proletarian government. It 
is essentially this that constitutes the change of phase we were talk- 
ing about. Our political line therefore must be developed in this 
direction, and take upon its shoulders all the problems which building 
the armed proletarian government may bring to light. 


QUESTION: suld that perhaps mean that you intend, at some point, to 
exploit social tensions and climb on the back of the spontaneous move- 
ments tiger? 

ANSWER: Quite the contrary. We are not interested in chasing atter 


every outburst ot proletarian anger, but in understanding that such 
explosions are the fruit of profound objective causes, whose source is 


in the tact that the capitalist system is historically obsolete. We 
must therefore set about building the alternative to it. _We shall. 
start with the tensions now running high among the many layers ot the 
proletariat, with the issues in their struggles; we must encourage 
the definition of “immediate programs," around which we can rally new 
support; we must contribute to the assertion and consolidation of 


the revolutionary entities which foster them. 


VEESTION: Aren't these issues quite similar, though, to the arguments 
‘er autonomy which, until now, you have condemned? 


ANSWER: Not in the slightest. In fact, the PCC's role will not fade 
away Simply to be swallowed up in spontaneity; on the contrary it 


76 





takes on increased value because, in relation to the immediate programs 
and the revolutionary mass organizatons, the Party must, more than ever, 
provide a general landmark. It must provide and propound the overall 
program for the transition to communism, and be able to place it in the 
correct dialectical context with the particular issues expressed by the 
struggle of the various worker and proletarian strata. The Party's 
initiative in this direction is essential if we are to reunite the pro- 
letariat politically. As you see, there is no change in our strategic 
line, merely an updating to qualify it to deal with the new and formi- 
dable conditions which re opening up great broad avenues toward the 
building of the armed proletarian government. 


QUESTION: What has all of this to do with D'Urso's kidnaping? 


ANSWER: The working-class prisoners would be able to tell you very 
clearly what it has to do with it. There is a reality, which the sys- 
tem's propaganda confuses or hides. The crisis has expanded the por- 
tion of the proletariat pushed out of the productive process, relegated 
to a position ot chronic outsider status, and destitute of income, which 
now finds in extra-legal employment its sole chance for survival. The 
class breakdown effected by the bourgeoisie at ‘he expense of hundreds 
of thousands of the proletariat has its military strongpoint in the 
imperialist prison system. Nor is that all: the murderous onslaught 

by Agnelli and his minions on the employed working class was designed 

to be rounded out with the imprisonment and destruction of the worker 
and proletarian vanguard. The figures speak tor themselves: more than 
35,000 proletarians are in prison, and more than 3,000 comrades are held 
in concentration camps. 


QUESTION: Is what you are saying that there is no real distinction 


between the common criminal and the politica! prisoner? 
ANSWER: The only criminals we know in this society are the Christian 
Democrat gang and the beasts of the government. The proletarians in 


prison are an integral part of the urban proletariat, and the overwhelm- 
ing majority ot them have identitied their class interests with the 
struggle for communism. [This is demonstrated by the fact that the cri- 
minal prison policy has tailed, as a direct result of their decision to 
fight back, of the vast mobilization they have achieved behind the 
programs drawn up by the Committees tor Struggle inside the prisons. 

The prison is indeed a military strongpoint for the bourgeoisie, but 
there has also been a trend toward political reconstitution among the 
proletariat, and that fact is of tremendous import in the balance of 
power between revolution and counterrevolution. 


QUESTION: You still haven't explained what D'Urso has to do with it. 


ANSWER: If at this juncture the prison system is the basic tool of 
the preventive counterrevolution, attacking the top levels of the Jus- 
tice Ministry which runs the system is to attack "the heart of the 
state." Capturing D'Urso is already a major political victory which 
throws the enemy plan into disarray. Of itself, however, it would not 


have been sutficient had this guerrilla action not been in intimate 
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dialectic with the prison proletariat movement and in consonance with 
the inmediate program objectives of the Committees for Struggle. 


QUESTION: What objectives did you have in mind when you kidnaped 
D' Urso? 


ANSWER: Two, basically. First of all, to strike a blow at the stra- 
tegy for a.nihilation of the proletariat of which the imperialist state 
is the standard-bearer, and to drive home his guilt to a pig who passed 
along the orders from the Justice Ministry to slave-masters of the pri- 
son system. Secondly, but equally important, was a party initiative 
designed to open up new political spaces for the prison proletariat 
movement and its organizations; to lend them the voice that has been 
won by a thousand initiatives, to make a practical contribution to the 
pursuit of the goals of their struggle. 


QUESTION: Did you, in this instance, do as you did with Moro? Study 
possible alternative targets for kidnaping, other than D'Urso? 


ANSWER: There are always plenty of alternatives. As many as there 

are men and structures in this system. Sooner or later, the armed pro- 
letarian government will get around to all of them. In guerrilla war, 
you have to single out, at a specific political juncture, where the 
heart of the counterrevolutionary plan lies, and strike there. That 

is what was done with Moro, and that is what was done with D'Urso. 


QUESTION: What, precisely, are you asking in exchange for D'Urso's 
lite? 


ANSWER: We are not asking anything. We have nothing to ask of this 
system. Our strategic objectives have been clear for years: destruc- 


tion of all pr ‘sons and freedom for all proletarian prisoners. How 
much tactic progress we make toward these objectives is determined 
solely by the overall balance of of power which the revolutionary move- 
ment can establish. Whereas we can evaluate these balances correctly, 
this system does not seem to us to be able to do as much. But perhaps 


this is a symptom ot the crisis in which the bourgeoisie is floundering, 
apparently determined not to understand that war consists of battles 
won and lost, and that it has lost this one. 


QUESTION: How is D'Urso bearing up? 

ANSWER: Very well indeed. He is collaborating with proletarian jus- 
tice. In addition to confirming the terms in which they planned the 
use of prison for annihilation, he named all those who worked with him, 
closely or at some remove. 


QUESTION: How long will D'Urso's confinement last? 


ANSWER: We are opposed to all prisons, including those in which we are 
forced to hold the enemies of the people. D'Urso, therefore, will stay 


there only as long as necessary to try him, to put his guilt on the re- 
cord, so that a verdict can be reached under proletarian justice. 


78 








QUESTION: Does the tact that you kidnaped an individual without an 
escort mean that you wanted to avoid killings, or that you were not 
in A position to riak a "military" encounter? 


ANSWER: Neither. As we have already explained, the standards for a 
guerrilla attack are political. The military level of the force to 
be tielded is consequent upon those standards, and we believe we have 
amply demonstrated that there is no target, no matter how well pro- 
tected, escorted, or detended, that we cannot reach. 


QUESTION: From your point of view, why is it that, within the span 
of a few months. and atter years behind bars, militants like Fioroni, 
Peci, Viseardi, and «= apparently <= several BR members from Genoa, 
have suddenly started to talk? 


ANSWER: Here we have to make 4 distinction, because tie psychological 
counter=querrilla torees have been out fishing with both hands. They 
began by Creating @ non-existent character: "the repentant terrorist.' 
There is no such thing as repentance for a terrorist. What has hap- 
pened is that a tew individuals who had been living as parasites on 
the revolutionary movement for years decided it might be a smart move 
to join the carabinieri. In their new role they obviously tried to 
make points with the cops, with the result that they got a lot of com- 
rades kilied and a lot sore arrested. These worms did nothing more 
or less than "“contess" what would help this system send hundreds of 
comrades to prison. They are pitiful puppets, whom even proletarian 
justice would have a hard time endowing with a minimum of human dig- 
nity. There are not many ot them, but there are enough, since the 
price the revolutionary movement has paid tor tailing to spot them in 
time is a very high one. Some criticism along this line has already 
been done, and insotar as we are concerned we have already managed to 
correct and raise to the new level ot contlict the political spotters 
who screen our members. Very ditterent, though, is the case of other 
comrades who under questioning, under torture, have admitted taking 
part in guerrilla actions. This was very wrong behavior, brought on 
by a lack of clarity, which resulted in their involving other com- 
rades. Here again, though, we are not talking about repentance, but 
of some comrades' inability to grasp the new conditions of the class 
contiict, or the levels ot repression ot the imperialist state. Even 
though everyone has his own responsibilities, the problem is essen- 
tially one ot shedding light, ot achieving clarity. Both ot these 
must come from the revolutionary movement, which has always been able 


' 


to distinguish between the weaknesses that are part of its growth, 
and its enemies. 


QUESTION: But we are no longer talking about a tew individual crises: 
bow can be so sure that what you have here is not the tailure of a po- 
litical line? 


ANSWER: The political lines that have tailed are the spontaneist and 
militarist lines, plus the tringes that used to call for armed struggle, 





but who tailed to understand the changed conditions of that satruaggele. 
Ihe tact ia that anybody who had viewed armed struge@le as a torm ot 
strudele more radical than others, ratner than a long-range atrategy, 
viven the virulence ot the system's counteroftensive, has tound hime 
self politically disarmed and thus wound up mistaking his own defeat 
for that of the revolutionary movement. And this happens just es 
armed st yr ‘le has expanded its int luence into broad strata of the 
proletariat, and just as, historically, the possibility of another 
creat leap torward in the organization ot proletarian power was dawn- 
lie [t is imperative theretore that the guerrilla war come to terms 
with the problems involved in organizing the masses on the tield ot 
armed struggle. The Fighting Communist Party will prove that it is 
just that mainly in the way it shows it can do that job. Today, only 
Lhe man who Cannot see this imperative is in deep crisis. 


O’UEsSIION: Do you deny that there is a crisis in the Red brigades? 
ANSWER: In their Strategic Guicel ines for LY¥;* the DR had perceived 
veka ctlors that distinguish the present phase. Despite that, we 
nave een somewhat slow in pushing our critical assessment to the ute 
‘st and in tully accepting the tasks the class movement assigned us. 
, le, we were slow, atter the spring Campaign, to understand 


beyond the phase of armed propaganda pure and simple 
lering the ditfticult task of acting upon the various class 
provide planned practicality to the revolutionary drives 


mona them, and in using this program as a springboard tor a 
ve leap in mass organization. A great debate that has gone 
the past several months, inside the Organization and outside 

' has ted us today to great clarity, and has made it possible to 


wh in the October 190 Strategic Guidelines the basic thrusts 
» politieal evolution that was required. 


—~i] ‘ % seoVeyT jid it happen that the cont lLict between yvout stra= 
id the Walter Alasia column was made public? ls 
ll going on? Did Walter Alasia take part in the D'Urso 


ANSWER: fhe BR' political debates have never been secret: they have 
, ind have nvolved, in addition ot course to the structures 
Livzat mn. the entire revolutionary movement. Ihe worst toe 
t leal with in this period has been an opportunist taction 
oervaded the entire armed struggle movement ind which had 
tew tollower trom our own ranks as well. Deteating thas 
ndispensable it we were to achieve a new and stronger unity. 
th clarity was necessary to provide new drive to the whole 
1 few comrades in the Walter Alasi column - which 
vily nd trad tionally, one oO! t rie most Valiant ith Ou 
=< $7 morniv insisted on militarist methods and on a 
ied co eption ol the armed struuvele . sO thev went thei Own 
.f ‘ mrades mn Lon ae I have any? hing to do wit is T with t be 
lumn. even though their contusion otten leads them into 
i ve attit des. [he Waltey? Ala ‘ j nm will manadce 
’ into this business, too, ihowing n oatience with , 


; 


stretched hands toward sincere revolut ionaris¢ 





QUESTION: In some of your documents you reported the fact that the 
"militant revolutionaries" who had been captured had been sub jected 
to torture: have you specitic evidence or instances to tell us about? 


ANSWER: We are not dealing with instances any longer, but with a 
widespread procedure generally adopted by the cops under this system. 
Practically every comrade captured is taken to a secret place, hooded, 
and subjected to every imaginable kind of torture. We should not be 
surprised, though, because Cossiga's special laws sanctioned precisely 
this sort of thing: they give the carabinieri and the DIGOS the right 
to hold captured revolutionaries in their sole custody for at least 4 
days. That is tantamount to a Licenge to torture. fo cite only one 
case, the most recent: Comrade Maurizio Iannelli, immediately upon 
his Capture, was hooded and taken to a secret apartment, where he was 
tortured tor 2 days. Only because Of his courageous behevior was it 
possible tor us to report this fact immediately, although the esta- 
blishment press hastened to cover it up with government press releases. 


QUESTION: In hindsight, does the decision to "“esecute" Moro Look to 
you like a mistake? 


ANSWER: The very tact that we are asked that question almost 3 years 
atter that battle is in itself the answer to it. If, atter almost 3 
years, the wounds intlicted on the imperialist government party have not 
yet healed, we cannot see what other guerrilla action could have been 
more ettective. 


QUESTION: Why didn't you have anything to say about the charge lLevelled 
at some ot the "7 April" group, alleging that they were members oft 
strategic leadership 


hl 
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ANSWLE? [there were those arrested on ~* April, on ° April, and on ¥ 
April. Every day the special corps cops arrest dozens ot comrades. 
because this is the essence of the imperialist state's strategy: to 
wipe out the entire revolutionary movement. This is the Line the UR 
were mobilized to defeat by creating the alternative of the armed pro- 
latarian government. fo try arguing with some imbecilic reactionary 
judee is ni exactly our political line. To understand the rapport 
between us and the magistracy one need only recall the names ot the 
judges we have executed. 


YVUESTLON: What do you think ot the "repentant terrorists," and why is 


it that you do not seem to have paid much attention to them? 


ANSWER: lt is not true that we haven't paid them much attention. We 
nave already said that there is no such thing as a "repentant terrorist": 
that is a invention of the system's propaganda. As for spies and trai- 


tors, the only attention paid them is what we would pay to lice: when 
ou rind one you Crush it. [The fate that awaits them has already been 
elled unequivocally in Nuoro prison, at the \Nuove... Furthermore, 


rom now on they will ove afraid of their own shadows, because there is 
no doubt that they are walking dead men. 


. is it true that atter the defeats suttered by Prima Linea 


nd ‘ minor groups, many of their militants have joined the BR? 
ANSW : fhe experience oft the revolutionary movement in recent years 
is developed in a variety of organized torms which expressed, in par- 
ial rm, needs and requirements coming from the disparate components 
yt iroan proietariat. fo cite an example, we would remind you ol 
\rmed Proletarian Nuclei. and what they meant to the prisoner 
D1 etariat. Anvone working to build the Party must know how to in- 
te tl \amentary movements into a single grand design. And 
“ ne BR have always done. 


you think ofr the calls tor desertion that are being 
ide the armed party? 


{1 tew bourseois brats, just recently, went on vacation and 
ey could play with the class war. Today, though, the con- 
‘eon the bourgeoisie and the proletariat is raging full-torce, 
ise the conditions are ripe tor a great revolutionary 
id tne urceolsi¢é Ls pulling its children out. we wotld 
ert e assembly Line, all harmtul and deadly jobs. unem- 
e neclect t the slums, the savagery of this society's 
tut we Cannot do that bv running Ccrvinge back to our dad- 
ives trom this wretchedness we must tiaht. do awa 
system. ni Vuiliad a2 communist society. Vesert, you say? ve 
ne ive niv ust bewun. 
inere are people who have aired the idea of amnesty: in 
‘ iid amnest eip stem the upward ipiral it violence and 
( less "barbarous"? 











ANSWER: Imperialism is aiming at extermination, at concentration 
camps, s0 48 to have some chance of survival. It is this system that 
is barbarous and violent; it is the Christian Democrat gang and its 
lackeys who are bloodthirsty. We find it impossible to imagine a 
peacetul society so long as they are still on the face of the earth. 


QUESTION: How did you know the itinerary Moro would take as he left 
his house on 10 March? Some people are certain that you had a spy 
(willing or unwilling) among his family (or his friends): could you 
say something about that? 


ANSWER: After 10 years that the BR has been in existence you still 
haven't learned that proletarian intelligence and the guerrilla orga- 
nization can go wherever it likes. It is simply a question of poli- 
tical will, and of having an organizational concept suited to the pace 
of the proletarian revolution in the imperialist metropolises. In 
planning and carrying out the Moro action we relied, as always, only 
on these weapons. 


QUESTION: Did you really think you could free Moro alive? When the 
55 days were up, what would you have taken in exchange tor him? 


ANSWER: You are so used to constructing establishment truths that you 
have become a prisoner ot your own sleight-of-mind. There were no few- 
er than nine communiques issued during that period, simple, clear mes- 
sages that raised the issue of the communist prisoners and asking that 
some ot them be treed. An atftirmative reply, that would have freed 
some of our comrades, we said, would unquestionably have freed our 
prisoner. 


QUESTION: How is it that in his letters Moro never once named the men 
who were escorting him and were slain? 


ANSWER: Obviously because he didn't give a damn about them. 


QUESTION: Is it true that the BR people who were holding Moro delayed 
his execution by 4* hours? 


ANSWER: No. 
QUESTION: Was Moro told he was going to be killed? How did he react? 


ANSWER: Yes, he was told. You can read about his reaction in his me- 
moirs, which we made public. Precisely because he was a Christian De- 
mocrat, he knew his "friends" in the party well, and he had no doubts 
as to who should get the reai blame tor our not having suspended his 
sentence. 


QUESTION: 4.8 it true that a statement trom Fantani that the DC would 
be willing to open negotiations would have sutticed to suspend Moro's 
death sentence? 








\Newth: the issue we had raised was the prisoners. It was a political 
iseue which the terrified ringleaders of this system were atraid to 
touch. They thought they could make a problem go away by pretending 

it didn't exist. If you bear in mind the fact that the revolutionary 
frorees make this issue central -- as the capture of D'Urso shows == you 
see that imnobilism, the "non-line" the American experts suggested to 
the stupid Christian Democrats, certainly did not encourage solutions 
other than the one we chose. 


QUESTION: [They say that, at Moro's direction, one ot his colleagues 
delivered documents trom his files to you, and that they supported 
statements he had made to you: is that true? What documents were they? 


ANSWER! We had no dealings of any sort with anyone whomsoever. As tor 
the documents, the ones we had taken when we Captured him were sufti- 
cient Loy OuUul purposes. 


OGLbESTLON: Were there Letters which Moro wrote or wanted to write, but 

which you did not apprave or which you destroyed? 

ANS tLverything he wrote has been made public. And it seems 

to 1 that is quite enough. 

JUESI .: What is th true story ot what happened in the apartment 

\ " ; li? 

ANSW [It wa in ordinary accident: a drain was rotten and there was 

water leaking in. Why in the world do people try to see all sorts ot 

sinis' er meanines in that, as if everybody didn't know what Roman lLand- 

lords are capable ot? 

yUFS \: tt of people (from Zaccagnini to Berlinguer to Pecchioli..) 

i.e BR are "run" or at least getting help from one ot the 
elligence services: what can you Say to that? 

ANSI ose eminent gentlemen should merely say precisely what they 

ik.nme about, and prove that it is not merely the product ot their 

sic imaginations. Wwe tind that the intelligence services and their 

thu and spooks ot all kinds are their tavorite weapon tor use against 

' roletariat. In order to deny the truth of a fact that won't let 
.leep, thev have fabricated a bedtime story of toreign plots and 

’ racies, ot dark and secret maneuvers. By now, though, they are 


mes who believe it -- and maybe some of the government's 
teather-merchants. [fhe proletarian war is growing and has little time 


,ast r Chel silly tales. 
\: [Is it true that the Pales ans ot the PLO are supplying 
with a lot of weapons? i exchange cor what? 
ANSWER: we believe that in the era ot the proletarian 
ist be a rebirth « roletarian internationalism; an inter- 
ialism compounded ot ° solidarity, militant help, and 











political support among the forces which, in the struggle against im- 
perialism, are tighting for the peoples' Liberation from oppression, 
are battling for communism. Revisionist rhetoric cannot conceive of 
any rapport among the anti sperialist movements that is not one of 
selfish convenience and squalid, despicable manipulation. It isn't 
like that among us. Our solidarity with the Palestinian people in 
their struggle against Zionist imperiali'sm is complete and uncondi- 
tional. Certainly it will take more than the slander and calumny of 
those who have simply exploited this struggle to make us change our 
minds. 


QUESTION: Do you have relations or contacts with rank-and-file PCI 
cadres who do not share the Party line? 


ANSWER: The PCI is right now beginning the final laps of an irrever- 
sible process of identification with the interests of the bourgeoisie. 
The bourgeoisie has assigned the PCI a role which would make it the 
state within the working class. Berlinguer and his hangers-on are 
completely comtortable in that role. Obviously, this counterrevolu- 
tionary function gives rise to some dissent within the Party, but the 
faulty consciences of those workers who still carry Berlinguer's party 
card in their pockets will inevitably turn to the knowledge that they 
must get out of it. Our strategy is to win over every proletarian, 
every worker, to the revolutionary Line of the armed struggle for com- 
munism and to organize that struggle in the entities which make up the 
system of the armed proletarian government. in the course o° this 
lengthy process, even the most backward fringes of the worker movement 
will perforce, sooner or later, awaken to their class interests. 


QUESTION: How would you describe the political and social background 
of your most recent recruits? 


ANSWER: The same as it always was. Our roots sink deep into the urban 
proletariat and our cadres come trom its vanguard. The problem ot 
working-class centrality is not a sociological, but a political one. 
This means that all the other strata of the proletariat are organized 
around the interests ot the working class. It is not a metaphysical 

or idealistic problem, either, though, and therefore the BR comrades are 
predominantly workers. 


QUESTION: Have you had political (or other) contacts with Albania? 
ANSWER: No. 


QUESTION: What do you think of Communism in the USSR andin China? 
For this tuture society you say you are fighting for, do you have any 
particular model -- already complete or described -- in mind? 


ANSWER: [The issues involved in building a communist society are not 
new ones on which it is permissible to pontiticate as it the topic were 
laboratory experiments rather than a movement involving billions of 
people all over the world. Our roots are and will always be Marxism- 
Leninism and the Chinese cultural revolution. We have got into the way 
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ot looking at Communism not as a model, but as a long process with pla- 
netary dimensions, which has no time tor image-molding dreams, but de- 
mands historically valid answers. This does not alter the fact that 

we are firmly convinced that anybody who implements an expansionist 
policy which oppresses the freedom of peoples, whatever name he may 
adopt, belongs to the imperialist alinement. 


YUESTLION: At this point, do you still think you can stir up an insur- 
rectionist movement in Italy through political violence? 


ANSWER: We have never considered an insurrectionalist explosion. On 
the contrary, we believe in the historical possibility of building an 
armed proletarian system of government through politico-military orga- 
nization ot the two basically crucial factors: the Fighting Communist 
Party and the revolutionary rank-and-file organizations, through an en- 
tire phase of history. There is no doubt that this will not be a Linear 
process, but that it will rather progress by dialectical leaps, and in 
the Last analysis the tull torce of revolutionary war will destroy the 
bourgeois state and will build the communist society. Fo. us, this is 
not merely a hope, but a certainty that feeds on the thoughts and aspi- 
rat i of the proletariat. 


OELLSi oN: Your tormer column commander Riccardo Dura, according to tes- 
t imon some or the Genoese “penitents," used to employ very harsh 
methoos. ineluding blac«xmail, with his men: is what they said true? 
What do you think ot it? 
ANSWER: This is the tilthiest, most cowardly invention of the psycho- 
logical counter-guerrilla war. Roberto was a great leader ot our Orga- 
nization, Loved and admired like few others. With his humanity, with 
i ibility te Live like a communist along with everybody else, with 
iS Support ov the comrades in the most paintul moments, he gave us 
re than ansthing the government's tired hacks can ever understand. 
We a proud to have had him beside us all these years, just as we teel 


; 


comrades who have died for communism are our brothers. 


QLESLLON: Doesn't the killing ot proletarians, simple men tar removed 
from the seats ot power, give you problems otf conscience, or perhaps 
Ol i che ological ‘ onsistency? 


ANSWER: When did the BR ever strike at innocent proletarians? fhis 
ever appened, not even by mistake. Of course, if you are talking 
rcenaries in unitorm who have sold their class identity to the 
.©o)1 sie and to its interests, thus betraying their origins, and 


whi ave transtormed themselves into savage murderers ot the proletariat, 
ve believe that there is no need tor any scrap ot pity toward them. We 
\ ilready told them that they ought to go into another line ot work. 
we have no need to repeat that advice. 
gi bsTtion: Does thet "soldier," Dalla Chiesa, look to you like a cratty 
id dangerous rival: Like an enemy worthy of respect? 
\\NSwkk: No. He's just a cop who was handed full power. 





COUNTRY SECTLON SWEDEN 


BUDGET MINISTRY OFFICIAL; DEPARTMENTS MUST CUT BY ONE-SIXTH 
Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 20 Jan 81 p 6 
[Article by Hans 0, Alfredsson. 


Text | One-sixth of state spending must be cut out during the next 4 years if 
Sweden is to straighten out its economy. 


"A tough job," commented undersecretary Bengt Westerberg of the Budget Min- 
istry when he presented this information at an economic seminar in Stockholm 
Monday. 


The seminar was the first in a series to be held in January and February by 
the State Institute for Personnel Administration and Training (SIPU). 


Department heads and other representatives of state departments and authori- 
ties listened intently to Bengt Westerberg's drastic description of the Swedish 
economy $ 


"We will find out whether it is an impossible task to cut out so much state 
spending (exclusive of interest). it is a job calling for courageous politi- 
cians, politicians who also have the pedagogical ability to explain how one 
can abandon all the pledges made in various areas." 


The four future steps on the road to thrift (the savings plan in the fall was 
the first) will be considerably harder according to Bengt Westerberg. 


Most of the future efforts to bring the economy into balance must occur in the 
form of savings, he said, Taxes cannot be increased much more--regardless of 
which government comes to power. 


“It is also quite necessary now to do something about the automatic factors in 
the national budeet. \ very large part of state spending is for so-called regu- 
lated expenditures. Lf the tate is to be able to save money transfers to 
households and municipal subsidies will have to be affected.” 


Among these so-called automatic expenditures are such things as old-age pen- 
sions, interest on the national debt, housing measures, teachers’ salaries, 
children’s welfare services and aid to developing countries. 








According to Bengt Westerberg the state will now be forced to look at such 
items in the budget too, This may happen as early as this spring when the new 
savings bill is presented, 


New Generation 


Bengt Westerberg also tried to explain why the nation's economy is in the 
shape it is just now. A very large part of the explanation can be found here 
at home in his opinion and he ventured a speculation: 


"IT think the situation has been influenced by the fact that we now have a new 
generation of politicians, The old generation with its own personal memories 
of poverty and need may have placed greater emphasis on safeguarding efforts 
that created resources.’ 


ie mew  eneration of politicians has its background in the public sector to a 
large extent or else they are career politicians: 


ney have a very deficient grasp of the problems in industry. Many have never 
seen a factory from the inside!” 
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SIX SDP ECONOMISTS URGE PARTY TO BACK CUTS 
Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 19 Feb 81 p 2 
| Editorial | 


‘Text | Social Democrats must make a thorough review of their policy. This 
warning is sounded in an article in ARBETET (Social Democratic) written by six 
Social Democratic national economists, including Nils Lundgren and Villy Berg- 
strom, 


The six take Sweden's basic economic problems as their starting point: the im- 
portant thing is to increase production and reduce consumption. Since the sit- 
uation is urgent forceful and unconventional measures are needed. 


With regard to the production side the Social Democrats stress the need for 
Swedish production costs to rise more slowly than those in the rest of the 
world so we can regain market shares both inside and outside Sweden. It is 
also necessary to accept rising profits in order to stimulate investment and 
increased industrial employment. 


Other demands made in the article are a radical pruning of the bouquet of in- 
dustrial subsidies and measures that would increase mobility on the labor 
market. 


With regard to consumption the six economists strongly emphasize that checking 
the expansion of the public sectcr is unavoidable in a policy aimed at eco- 
nomic balance. 


They feel it is necessary to make concessions on the big spending it«ms: 
custodial services, childcare services, education, transfers. Lundgren & Co. 
in other words are presenting ideas which when they come from nonsocialists-- 
and are worded more cautiously--automatically set off a Social Democratic con- 
demnation: "social disarmament.” 


One example of a desirable intervention in the public sector mentioned in the 
ARBETET article is increased financing of charges. "Is it reasonable that the 
one-fifth of all Swedish parents who put their children into a daycare institu- 
tion should receive a tax-free subsidy of 35,000 kronor per child from the 
other four-fifths?" the writers ask, 
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The six economists are asking the Social Democrats to slaughter some of their 
holiest cows, They must accept the fact that it is good for a company to have 
high profits, They must strongly support Limiting the public sector, espe- 
clally in areas traditionally very dear to the hearts of Social Democrats, 


But of cour ve the six are right when they say that political measures that 
were correct in the past are no longer viable. And party leaders with eco- 
nomic insight undoubtedly sympathize with the views of the Social Democratic 
economists. This is a question of shallow party tactics versus a feeling of 
national responsibility. 


One can say of course that the proposals in the ARBETET article would require 
the Social Democrats to approach the government's policy instead of attacking 
it, But actually the six national economists go farther than that; they are 
isking the Social Democrats to do more than the government has so far dared or 
been able to do to make private firms more profitable and to sharply cut pub- 
Lic spending. 


Now the package presented by the critical economists also includes things it 
should be easy for Social Democrats to swallow, higher taxes for example. But 
the major emphasis of the proposals is not there but in the call for a new 


Orientation, 


We should know how the Social Democrats react to this officially by May at the 
latest. The party's so-called crisis group under the leadership of Ingvar 
Carlsson is expected to present its economic balance proposals at that time. 


But whether or not the Social Democrats listen to the six national economists 
government and the government parties should do so. The debate article in 
ARBETET should help put some starch into them, 
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SUDDEN WEAKNESS OF KRONOR AIDS STOCK MARKET 
Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 22 Feb 81 p 34 
_Commentary by Lars Ramklint_ 


[Excerpts | Strong foreign interest in Swedish stocks is 
one of the reasons why the stock exchange has been setting 
records in recent weeks both in terms of prices and in the 
volume of trading. Foreign purchases of Swedish stocks 

in recent months have involved close to half a billion 
kronor according to a broker on the Stockholm Exchange. 


Day after day the headlines over the DAGENS NYHETER stock market quotations 
have exclaimed: “Record Trading," "New Payment Highs,’ “Index Highest in New 
Year,’ etc. 


Since the beginning of the year the market level has risen 11 percent. The 
climb has been broken only by brief slumps. And trading just seems to go on 
increasing. This week a new sales record was set for stocks, 85 million--twice 
the level considered a good day for the stock market just a few months ago. 


Something has definitely happened. The stock market has come alive and brokers 
have started to make comparisons with the happy decade of the 1960's, 


Many are surprised that this upturn has happened now when the state of the 
market is weak and problems are piling up for the Swedish economy. It would 
have been natural if the stock exchange had also declined after last year's 
gain of 22 percent. 


Several Reasons 


Thus one can definitely state that the upturn now is occurring in spite of the 
state of the market, not because of it. 


And if the stock market upturn is not based on business conditions the explana- 
tion must be sought in structural changes. 


These reasons are probably the most important: large foreign purchases; the 


success of tax fund savings; tax rebates on distribution income; the "follow- 
the-leader’ behavior of stock savers. 


9) 








The foreign buying interest is a completely new element on the Stockholm Ex- 
change, For some time certain London brokers have shown considerable interest 
in Swedish securities, 


Another reason for the large foreign purchases is that the National Bank has 
relaxed the requirement that the purchase of all securities must be paid for 
in so-called switch currency. Normally anyone wishing to buy securities in 
Sweden must also sell other Swedish securities here at the same time. But for 
some time foreign citizens have had the right within certain limits to buy 
Swedish stocks without using switch currency. 


This has creceted the basis for foreigners to become net purchasers of Swedish 
securities, And that has happened which explains why the effect on the stock 
exchange has been so strong. 


Fven though things are brightening for the stock exchange there are some clouds 
on the horizon, This week the tax fund savings plan was attacked by Kjell-Olof 
Feldt who promised in parliament that the assets would be removed if the Social 
Democrats come into power, 


ind w ain't be guaranteed that the foreign interest will continue in the long 
‘ternational capital is volatile by nature. Buyers have flocked from 

me stock exchange to another. When they lose interest in a market the decline 

in demand is enough to rock an exchange as small as the Swedish one. If for- 

eign stock owners started selling off stocks in massive quantities the effect 

juld easily be chaotic. 


[The political consequences increased foreign ownership could have is an inter- 
esting question, Can a government--regardless of its political color--remove 
ne prerequisites for a healthy exchange development if it knows that the con- 
juences wil!’ | 2 flight of foreign capital with the subsequent risk of a 
market -ollapse? 


and 1 think stock savers have obtained a strong ally in the form of 
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CONSTRUCTION LNDUSTRY SUFFERS WORST JOBLESS RATE IN 50 YEARS 
Stockholm DAGENS NYHETEA in Swedish 12 Feb 61 p i9 
[Article by Bo A, Ericsson) 


[Excerpts | The entire Swedish construction industry with roughly 300,000 
employees is headed into the worst crisis since the 1930's. Unemployment is 
rising to record levels and one company after another is going out of business 
or cutting back. The alarm signals are now coming from both employers and 
sectors of the construction branch and on Thursday 4 petit on will be pre- 
sented to the government demanding a change in order to avert catastrophe. 


it is not always the case that the organizations in the branch form a largely 
united front, but that is happening now: 


“Build Sweden out of the crisis.” That is what the Construction Contractors’ 
Association and the Construction Union will demand when they call on the govern- 
ment today. 


“Increase construction, that will provide us with the motor the economy needs 
just now.” That will be the main theme at the conference the Construction 
Workers’ Union will hold at the same time in People's House in Stockholm. 


“The branch has secious problems at all levels today,” Construction Workers’ 
chairman Bertil Whinberg said in a DAGENS NYHETER interview. From planning 
and construction to the materials industry and building firms. There is not 
enough construction going on. 


At the same time unemployment among construction workers has increased more 
than «0 percent in a single year. Early in the fall there was a shortage of 
building projects, especially in Stockholm--and the trend is continuing. 


This means that today over 7 percent of construction workers on the average 
are unemployed and the slump is continuing. 


This can be compared with rates of 1.7 percent in the metal industry, 1.9 in 
municipal jobs and 0.8 for white-collar jobs in industry. 
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“When it comes to jobs 1961 is already @ lost year, No measures can have an 
effect. Now ' try to save 1962," said Whinberg. 


The situation today and the gloomy forecasts for the future have three main 
reasons, Whinberg said, 


The government's savings plan for locel communities will lead to a freesing of 
many building investments. Several county councils have revised investment 
plane only a year old to the point where they are almost unrecognizable. 


Energy policy has been “placed on hold”~-as long as nothing is decided no 
investments are made either in the direction of developing alternative energy 
sources or toward hot-water pipelines from nuclear power plants, for example. 


Housing is too expensive--social housing policy is being eroded and soon people 
won't be able to afford housing. 


6578 
CSO: 3109 
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BRLEFS 


MERCHANT MARINE DECLINES--The Swedish merchant fleet continues to decline. In 
1980 the tonnage declined by 326,000 gross tons or around § percent, bringing 
it down to the 1961 level. New-built e has not been so small since 1949 
according to SCB [Central Statistics Bureau], Not « single foreign vessel was 
delivered in 1960. That has not happened since 1945, In all 26 ships, 
455,000 gross tons, were sold ab . That represents 11 percent of the ton- 
nage of the totel merchant sleet. I tent} [Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in 


Swedish 20 Jan 81 p 4) 6578 


CSO: 3109 END 
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